Summary of student responses to question “Pleasemment on the effectiveness of
this instructor” in evaluations of large lecture cairses

Below is a summary of characteristic student respsiio Question 912 “Please comment on the
effectiveness of this instructor”. This open-endeéstion was added to regular course evaluations
during the two semesters when | taught large leatourses last year — in Spring 2011 (Physics 135)
and in Fall 2011 (Physics 140). Responses selectethose that have more specifics, details, and
examples compared to just “Good professor” or “Heoe instructor”. There are literally dozens and
dozens more comments that just say “Very effectore’Outstanding” without any additional
information; they all have been omitted.

Original spelling and punctuation are preservedllistudent responses. The emphasis (bold font) is
mine.

Physics 140 — Fall 2011

Yuri is an amazing physics teacher wish my teachers for other classes wersmart, concise, and
organizedas him.

Outstanding professor Approachable, explains well in class, meetssthdents needs.
Really good-- overall explained things well, plus added hurtmokeep the class interesting

This instructor iexcellent He really makes sure students understand therialasnd watches
students' reactions to see if students are stiffluszd.

Yes, he wagantastic. In the future if | ever am looking to take a caithat he is teaching | would try
to have him as a teacher.

| like that the Professor wasterested, committed, and engageah the class. He didn't just "come to
class". He waEXTREMELY well prepared for each class and was willing to answer questions
There is a lot of material to cover in the clasd #re Professor did well of staying on track.

Yuri Popov isthe most amazing teacher I've ever had

| loved having Yuri Popov as a lecturer. He madgspts so much more fun, and ha'seally
animated speaker

He is very good atngagingstudents' attention and explains thingsy clearly.

Professor Popov nbelievableand even though | am not good at physics in thstJee made me
really like the subject, and look forward to the physics classes furtimedawn the line.

the instructor was a very effective teacher whgléwvith enthusiasmand was very good and
conveying not only the material but conveying hovdéeply understand the concepts behind the
material



Professor Popov igery effective He explains everythingearly and well.

Yuri is anexcellent teacher He did a very good job at breaking down somaeadiiff concepts into
smaller pieces that were easier to understandolrellly enjoyed how he made lecture material more
memorable through jokes and stories that he walld t

Yuri Popov isthe best teacher | have ever hadA great man with a great sense of humor too. He
encourages questions, and answers them to thefd@stability. He never says, we don't have enough
time to answer that let's move on, or that it'sretdted to clas$de cares about the natural curiosity
the students haveand strives to nurture it. For example, when ligh& Bernoulli's principle and how
the plane's wings are shaped to induce flightkédsthen why can planes upside down." He didn't
feed me the bullshit that there was no time, od feie ego and say that it was too complicated to
explain to me. He explained that other things dbuate to the flight of planes, such as conservatibn
momentum in jets, and the Coanda effect, somethiaigl later researched when at home. lde's
brilliant man and a brilliant teacher .

| find it hard to conceive of the possibility ofelte existing, anywhere in the multiverse, a Physics
professor as clear and effective in teaching a¥Dri. Popov. | recently came to the realizationtthfa

| am not mistaken, Dr. Yuri Popov made about zeistakes, give or take zero mistakes, throughout
the whole semester. That takes skillz. That taka®mnphysics skillz. If you doubt me, take Physics
140 with Dr. Yuri Popov. If you think Dr. Yuri Popdaidn't make room for questions, you'd be wrong.
If you also think Dr. Yuri Popov didn't give amglee for iClicker questions, you'd be dead wrorig. |
you, G-d help you, think that Dr. Yuri Popov doésmgineer humor into his lectures, you'd better ru
before Dr. Yuri Popov comes after you with a haatidnd an air gun in order to demonstrate that
horizontal acceleration is independent of vertazaleleration.

| enjoyed coming to class because of this Profes$mhas a sense of humor which makes students feel
at ease and willing to learn/keeps the class awktke Professor was helpful and willing to help at

Office Hours. He knows what he is doing and is greglawith the students. The students respected him
because he had knowledge and was willing to reexpdpics. | have recommended this Professor to
other students taking 140 next term. While I'm getting the best grade in the class, | didn't dread
going to the class because it was taught well, twitmor, and interest.

Total boss. Good at presenting the material iméresting wayKept the class interesting

Yuri is awesome Very funny and explains things clearly and dagsugh example problems. Great
accent, not hard to understand at all. *Hi 5*

He wasgreat. He made the class interesting and entertaininggwtill teaching us the necessary
material.

He isvery helpful and patient during office hours. He is very good at explainihg difficult material.

He explained things very well. | loved how he sdltke general problem first so that the concepts ca
be applied outside of clasgery good teacher



Yuri is a great lecturer who provided clear, coneexamples and slidelsteally liked his style of
teachingand | learned a lot from him. He always asks dpge have questions, which is a very good
thing. Yuri's lectures were never boring for me aedjoyed learning from him.

| liked Yuri, he was a good professor. He was abwaitling to hold office hours later or accommodate
if you could not meet during his regular office iun class, he always answered questions and
presented material in a good way.

Yuri Popov was a very good instructor. He cleastplained all concepts, and spent time answering
each question, making sure that whoever askedrptziely understood the concept before moving on.

He wasa very good professorHe explained everything clearly and walked ustigh every problem
step by step to ensure that we understood it.

He wasextremely helpful and clearand took time to answer students' individual goastGreat
professor!!

GREATLY appreciated Dr. Popov; | was terrified &xé physics after experiencing an awful high
school physics teacher, but Yuri made this classuctive and fun. Thank you for the semester.

Physics 135 — Spring 2011
He wasclear, easy-to-follow, and fun| enjoyed his style.

One of the best instructors | have had so far at Mihigan. He was very smart yet understanding and
| felt that he genuinely wanted his students toved.

Effective, clear, funny, personable, open.

Yuri wasan amazing teacher| enjoyed every lecture and his extensive knogdedn the subject is
clear.

Dr. Popov was great! He explained everything cleand didn't rush it. He was patient antkracted
with the class instead of just talking at us

Great. He was entertaining enough tié 2 hour physics class was less torturous thanla5 hour
sociology clas$ had another semester.

Yuri Popov is in my opiniotthe best instructor I've had yet! Though some professor's accents seem
to hinder, his seems to help his teaching abitycourse this is a trivial matter, he understaihes
needs of his students right away and addresses theaning them up usually during lecture. If not
during lecture then through email or during thetraass period. He was light and funay,

professors should strive to be more like Yuri

| think he wasan exceptional teacherNot only did he come prepared for class each ldayyas
enthusiastic and extremely helpful | would definitely take another course with thmistructor.



Yuri wasa great lecturer. he's the only physics teacher I've ever hadwhaan't monotone or had no
sense of humor whatsoever....that made the clas® fattend.

Very good professor, whiaught enthusiasticallyand explained material very well.

Many of us were satisfied with the teacher, whemfhade the lectures interesting in his own way
perhaps something about his style rather than amgytrery specific. He was helpful, did his job, and
overall, a good teacher.

Professor Popov was) amazing instructor! He always made such an effort to explain evenghi
very clearly in class. What was especially strikiogne was that he stayed and helped students after
each lecture, and was very patient with everyoneestions. Many professors | have had in the past
would not have taken the time to personally ansdlesf these questions. In addition, his lighthedrt
sense of humor during lectures really exemplifieddfforts to connect with the students.

Yuri is an excellent professarYou can tell thahe really cares about his studentand there
comfort/familiarity/understanding of the materidle wants you to do welland is there for help
whenever you need. he makes himself available aativays very easy to contact.

Yuri was clearlyvery enthusiasticabout the material, and did his best to give esti@mples when he
saw that the class was struggling. Awesome joh, Yioved learning all the new physics tricks to
show my friends on friday nights!

| generally understood Dr. Popov when he was pteggmaterial in lecture, which was very nice. |
liked whenhe used analogiessuch as the analogy of a mole being a bag okapphe analogy made

an unfamiliar concept more understandable. | rd&iéd the powerpoints Dr. Popov used. The
powerpoints are a better alternative to the chalkthoHe was also pretty funny and willing to help
students after class. Thank you for a physics ¢letisvas more understandable than it may have been
with another instructor.

The instructor clearly explained difficult physicsncepts. The instructor often gave students neltip
explanations and methods of thinking about pardicabncepts so that students could better grasp
concepts that were non-intuitive. Class time widiatl very effectively. Lecture slides were very
organized with information that was easy to digéke instructor was also very willing to help
students out at office hours and encouraged stadambd were struggling to see him for additionaphel
The instructor also listened to the students whew aisked for materials that they believed woulg he
them to more effectively learn physics. For examgledents requested that more class time would be
devoted to solving practice problems, and the nurabpractice problems were subsequently
increased.

Yuri wasan excellent professarHe cared a great deal about his students, asgddrd time with
everyone if they needed it.

| thoughthe did an excellent job He was clear with his explainations and did agjeb at keeping
students interested in his lectures by adding sten@onstrations and even some comic relief from
time to time. |1 would recommened him to any frientterested in taking the class.



