
CHAPTER 4. PROJECTIVE VARIETIES

In this chapter we introduce a very important class of algebraic varieties, the pro-
jective varieties.

1. The Zariski topology on the projective space

In this section we discuss the Zariski topology on the projective space, by building
an analogue of the correspondence between closed subsets in affine space and radical ideals
in the polynomial ring. As usual, we work over a fixed algebraically closed field k.

Definition 1.1. For a non-negative integer n, the projective space Pn = Pn
k is the set of

all 1-dimensional linear subspaces in kn+1.

For now, this is just a set. We proceed to endow it with a topology and in the
next section we will put on it a structure of algebraic variety. Note that a 1-dimensional
linear subspace in kn+1 is described by a point (a0, . . . , an) ∈ An+1r{0}, with two points
(a0, . . . , an) and (b0, . . . , bn) giving the same subspace if and only if there is λ ∈ k∗ such
that λai = bi for all i. In this way, we identify Pn with the quotient of the set An+1r {0}
by the action of k∗ given by

λ · (a0, . . . , an) = (λa0, . . . , λan).

Let π : An+1 r {0} → Pn be the quotient map. We denote the image in Pn of a point
(a0, . . . , an) ∈ An+1 r {0} by [a0, . . . , an].

Let S = k[x0, . . . , xn]. The relevant structure on S, for the study of Pn, is that of a
graded k-algebra. Recall that a graded (commutative) ring R is a commutative ring that
has a decomposition as an Abelian group

R =
⊕
m∈Z

Rm

such that Ri ·Rj ⊆ Ri+j for all i and j. We say that R is N-graded if Rm = 0 for m < 0.

Note that the definition implies that if R is a graded ring, then R0 is a subring of
R and each Rm is an R0-module, making R an R0-algebra. We say that R is a graded
A-algebra, for a commutative ring A, if R is a graded ring such that R0 is an A-algebra
(in which case R becomes an A-algebra, too). If R and S are graded rings, a graded
homomorphism ϕ : R→ S is a ring homomorphism such that ϕ(Rm) ⊆ Sm for all m ∈ Z.

The polynomial ring S is an N-graded k-algebra, with Sm being the set of homo-
geneous polynomials of degree m. In general, if R is a graded ring, a nonzero element of
Rm is homogeneous of degree m. By convention, 0 is homogeneous of degree m for every
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m. Given an arbitrary element f ∈ R, if we write

f =
∑
i

fi, with fi ∈ Ri,

then the fi are the homogeneous componenets of f .

Remark 1.2. Note that the action of k∗ on An+1 r {0} is an algebraic action: in fact, it
is induced by the algebraic action of k∗ on An+1 corresponding to the homomorphism

S → k[t, t−1]⊗k S, f → f(tx1, . . . , txn).

Exercise 1.3. For an ideal I in a graded ring R, the following are equivalent:

i) The ideal I can be generated by homogeneous elements of R.

ii) For every f ∈ I, all homogeneous components of f lie in I.

iii) The decomposition of R induces a decomposition I =
⊕

m∈Z(I ∩Rm).

An ideal that satisfies the equivalent conditions in the above exercise is a homoge-
neous (or graded) ideal. Note that if I is a homogeneous ideal in a graded ring R, then
the quotient ring R/I becomes a graded ring in a natural way:

R/I =
⊕
m∈Z

Rm/(I ∩Rm).

We now return to the study of Pn. The starting observation is that while it does
not make sense to evaluate a polynomial in S at a point p ∈ Pn, it makes sense to say
that a homogeneous polynomial vanishes at p: indeed, if f is homogeneous of degree d
and λ ∈ k∗, then

f(λa0, . . . , λan) = λd · f(a0, . . . , an),

hence f(λa0, . . . , λan) = 0 if and only if f(a0, . . . , an) = 0. More generally, given any
f ∈ S, we say that f vanishes at p if every homogeneous component of f vanishes at p.

Given any homogeneous ideal I of S, we define the zero-locus V (I) of I to be the
subset of Pn consisting of all points p ∈ Pn such that every polynomial f in I vanishes
at p. Like the corresponding notion in the affine space, this notion satisfies the following
basic properties. The proof is straightforward, hence we leave it as an exercise.

Proposition 1.4. The following hold:

1) V (S) = ∅.
2) V (0) = Pn.
3) If I and J are ideals in S with I ⊆ J , then V (J) ⊆ V (I).
4) If (Iα)α is a family of ideals in S, we have⋂

α

V (Iα) = V

(∑
α

Iα

)
.

5) If I and J are ideals in S, then

V (I) ∪ V (J) = V (I ∩ J) = V (I · J).
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It follows from the proposition that we can put a topology on Pn (the Zariski
topology) in which the closed subsets of Pn are the subsets of the form V (I), where I is
a homogeneous ideal in S.

Remark 1.5. A closed subset Y ⊆ An+1 is invariant by the k∗-action (that is, λ · Y = Y
for every λ ∈ k∗) if and only if the ideal IAn(Y ) ⊆ S is homogeneous (cf. Lemma 7.22
in Chapter 1). Indeed, if f is homogeneous, then for every λ ∈ k∗ and every u ∈ An+1,
we have f(λu) = 0 if and only if f(u) = 0. We thus see that if I is a homogeneous ideal,
then its zero-locus in An+1 is k∗-invariant. In particular, if IAn(Y ) is homogeneous, then
Y is k∗-invariant. Conversely, if Y is k∗-invariant and f ∈ IAn(Y ), let us write f =

∑
i fi,

with fi ∈ Si. For every u ∈ Y and every λ ∈ k∗, we have λu ∈ Y , hence

0 = f(λu) =
∑
i≥0

λi · fi(u).

It is easy to see that since this property holds for infinitely many λ, we have fi(u) = 0 for
all i, hence IAn(Y ) is homogeneous.

Remark 1.6. The topology on Pn is the quotient topology with respect to the k∗-action
on An+1r{0}. In other words, if π : An+1r{0} → Pn is the quotient map, then a subset
Z of Pn is closed if and only if its inverse image π−1(Z) is closed. For this, we may assume
that Z is nonempty. If π−1(Z) is closed, then it is clear that π−1(Z)∪{0} is closed, hence
by the previous remark, there is a homogeneous ideal I ⊆ S such that π−1(Z)∪{0} is the
zero-locus of I. In this case, it is clear that Z is the zero-locus of I in Pn. The converse
is clear.

We now construct a map in the opposite direction. Given any subset S ⊆ Pn, let
I(S) be the set of polynomials in S that vanish at all points in S. Note that I(S) is a
homogeneous radical ideal of S (the fact that it is homogeneous follows from the fact that
if f ∈ I(S), then all homogeneous components of f lie in I(S)). This definition satisfies
the following properties, that are straightforward to check.

Proposition 1.7. The following hold:

1) I(∅) = S.
2) If (Wα)α is a family of subsets of An, then I (

⋃
αWα) =

⋂
α I(Wα).

3) If W1 ⊆ W2, then I(W2) ⊆ I(W1).

We now turn to the compositions of the two maps. The first property is tautological.

Proposition 1.8. For every subset S of Pn, we have V
(
I(S)

)
= S.

Proof. The proof follows verbatim the proof in the case of affine space (see Proposition 1.8
in Chapter 1). �

The more interesting statement concerns the other composition. This is the content
of the next proposition, a graded version of the Nullstellensatz.

Proposition 1.9. If J ⊆ S is a radical ideal different from S+ = (x0, . . . , xn), then
I
(
V (J)

)
= J .
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Note that V (S+) = ∅, hence I
(
V (S+)

)
= S. The ideal S+, which behaves differently

in this correspondence, is the irrelevant ideal.

Proof of Proposition 1.9. The inclusion “⊇” is trivial, hence we only need to prove the
reverse inclusion. It is enough to show that every homogeneous polynomial f ∈ I

(
V (J)

)
lies in J .

We make use of the map π : An+1 r {0} → Pn. Let Z be the closed subset of An+1

defined by J , so that Zr{0} = π−1
(
V (J)

)
. Our assumption on f says that f vanishes on

Z r {0}. If deg(f) > 0, then f(0) = 0, and we conclude by Hilbert’s Nullstellensatz that
f ∈ J . On the other hand, if deg(f) = 0 and f 6= 0, then it follows that V (J) = ∅. This
implies that Z ⊆ {0} and another application of Hilbert’s Nullstellensatz gives S+ ⊆ J .
Since J 6= S+ by assumption, we have J = S, in which case f ∈ J . �

Corollary 1.10. The two maps V (−) and I(−) give inclusion reversing inverse bijections
between the set of homogeneous radical ideals in S different from S+ and the closed subsets
of Pn.

Proof. Note that for every closed subset Z of Pn, we have I(Z) 6= S+. Indeed, if I(Z) = S+,
then it follows from Proposition 1.8 that

Z = V
(
I(Z)

)
= V (S+) = ∅.

However, in this case I(Z) = I(∅) = S. The assertion in the corollary follows directly
from Propositions 1.8 and 1.9. �

Exercise 1.11. Show that if I is a homogeneous ideal in a graded ring S, then the
following hold:

i) The ideal I is radical if and only if for every homogeneous element f ∈ S, with
fm ∈ I for some m ≥ 1, we have f ∈ I.

ii) The radical rad(I) of I is a homogeneous ideal.

Exercise 1.12. Show that if I is a homogeneous ideal in a graded ring S, then I is a
prime ideal if and only if for every homogeneous elements f, g ∈ S with fg ∈ I, we have
f ∈ I or g ∈ I. Deduce that a closed subset Z of Pn is irreducible if and only if I(Z) is a
prime ideal. In particular, Pn is irreducible.

Definition 1.13. If X is a closed subset of Pn and IX is the corresponding homogeneous
radical ideal, then SX := S/IX is the homogeneous coordinate ring of X. Note that this
is an N-graded k-algebra. In particular, S is the homogeneous coordinate ring of Pn.

Suppose that X is a closed subset of Pn, with homogeneous coordinate ring SX . For
every homogeneous g ∈ SX of positive degree, we consider the following open subset of
X:

D+
X(g) = X r V (g̃),

where g̃ ∈ S is any homogeneous polynomial which maps to g ∈ SX . Note that if h is
another homogeneous polynomial of positive degree, we have

D+
X(gh) = D+

X(g) ∩D+
X(h).
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Remark 1.14. Every open subset of X is of the form XrV (J), where J is a homogeneous
ideal in S. By choosing a system of homogeneous generators for J , we see that this is the
union of finitely many open subsets of the form D+

X(g). Therefore the open subsets D+
X(g)

give a basis of open subsets for the topology of X.

Definition 1.15. For every closed subset X of Pn, we define the affine cone C(X) over
X to be the union in An+1 of the corresponding lines in X. Note that if X is nonempty,
then

C(X) = π−1(Z) ∪ {0}.
If X = V (I) is nonempty, for a homogeneous ideal I ⊆ S, it is clear that C(X) is the
zero-locus of I in An+1. Therefore C(X) is a closed subset of An for every X. Moreover,
we see that O

(
C(X)

)
= SX .

Exercise 1.16. Show that if G is an irreducible linear algebraic group acting on a variety
X, then every irreducible component of X is invariant under the G-action.

Remark 1.17. Let X be a closed subset of Pn, with corresponding homogeneous radical
ideal IX ⊆ S, and let C(X) be the affine cone over X. Since C(X) is k∗-invariant,
it follows from the previous exercise that the irreducible components of C(X) are k∗-
invariant, as well. By Remark 1.5, this means that the minimal prime ideals containing
IX are homogeneous. They correspond to the irreducible components X1, . . . , Xr of X, so
that the irreducible components of C(X) are C(X1), . . . , C(Xr).

2. Regular functions on quasi-projective varieties

Our goal in this section is to define a structure sheaf on Pn. The main observation
is that if F and G are homogeneous polynomials of the same degree, then we may define
a function F

G
on the open subset Pn r V (G) by

[a0, . . . , an]→ F (a0, . . . , an)

G(a0, . . . , an)
.

Indeed, if deg(F ) = d = deg(G), then

F (λa0, . . . , λan)

G(λa0, . . . , λan)
=
λd · F (a0, . . . , an)

λd ·G(a0, . . . , an)
=
F (a0, . . . , an)

G(a0, . . . , an)
.

Let W be a locally closed subset in Pn. A regular function on W is a function
f : W → k such that for every p ∈ W , there is an open neighborhood U ⊆ W of p and
homogeneous polynomials of the same degree F and G such that G(q) 6= 0 for every q ∈ U
and

f(q) =
F (q)

G(q)
for all q ∈ U.

The set of regular functions onW is denoted byO(W ). Note thatO(W ) is a k-algebra with

respect to the usual operations on functions. For example, if f1(q) = F1(q)
G1(q)

for q ∈ U1 and
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f2(q) = F2(q)
G2(q)

for q ∈ U2, where U1 and U2 are open neighborhoods of p, then F1G2 +F2G1

and G1G2 are homogeneous polynomials of the same degree and

f1(q) + f2(q) =
(F1G2 + F2G1)(q)

(G1G2)(q)
for q ∈ U1 ∩ U2.

Moreover, it is clear that if V is an open subset of W , the restriction to V of a regular
function on W is a regular function of V . We thus obtain in this way a subpresheaf OW
of k-algebras of FunW . In fact, this is a sheaf, as follows immediately from the fact that
regular functions are defined in terms of a local property.

Remark 2.1. Note that if W is a locally closed subset of Pn, then the sheaf OW we
defined is the one induced from OPn as in Chapter 3.3.

Our first goal is to show that all spaces defined in this way are algebraic varieties.
Let Ui be the open subset defined by xi 6= 0. Note that we have

Pn =
n⋃
i=0

Ui.

The key fact is the following assertion:

Proposition 2.2. For every i, with 0 ≤ i ≤ n, the map

ψi : An → Ui, ψ(v1, . . . , vn) = [v1, . . . , vi, 1, vi+1, . . . , vn]

is an isomorphism in T opk.

Proof. It is clear that ψi is a bijection, with inverse

ϕi : Ui → An, [u0, . . . , un]→ (u0/ui, . . . , ui−1/ui, ui+1/ui, . . . , un/ui).

In order to simplify the notation, we give the argument for i = 0, the other cases being
analogous. Consider first a principal affine open subset of An, of the form D(f), for some
f ∈ k[x1, . . . , xn]. Note that if deg(f) = d, then we can write

f(x1/x0, . . . , xn/x0) =
g(x0, . . . , xn)

xd0

for a homogeneous polynomial g ∈ S of degree d. It is then clear that ϕ−10

(
D(f)

)
=

D+
Pn(x0g), hence this is open in U0. Since the principal affine open subsets in An give a

basis for the topology of An, we see that ϕ0 is continuous.

Consider now an open subset of U0 of the form D+
Pn(h), for some homogeneous h ∈ S,

of positive degree. If we put h0 = h(1, x1, . . . , xn), we see that ϕ0

(
D+

Pn(h)
)

= D(h0) is
open in An. Since the open subsets of the form D+

Pn(h) give a basis for the topology of
Pn, we conclude that ϕ0 is a homeomorphism.

We now need to show that if U is open in An and α : U → k, then α ∈ OAn(U) if
and only if α ◦ ϕ0 ∈ OPn

(
ϕ−10 (U)

)
. If α ∈ OAn(U), then for every point p ∈ U , we have

an open neighborhood Up ⊆ U of p and f1, f2 ∈ k[x1, . . . , xn] such that

f2(u) 6= 0 and α(u) =
f1(u)

f2(u)
for all u ∈ Up.
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As above, we can write

f1(x1/x0, . . . , xn/x0) =
g1(x0, . . . , xn)

xd0
and f2(x1/x0, . . . , xn/x0) =

g2(x0, . . . , xn)

xd0
for some homogeneous polynomials g1, g2 ∈ S of the same degree, in which case we see
that

g2(v) 6= 0 and α
(
ϕ0(v)

)
=
g1(v)

g2(v)
for all v ∈ ϕ−10 (Up).

Since this holds for every p ∈ U , we see that α ◦ ϕ0 is a regular function on ϕ−10 (U).

Conversely, suppose that α ◦ ϕ0 is a regular function on ϕ−10 (U). This means that
for every q ∈ ϕ−10 (U), there is an open neighborhood Vq ⊆ ϕ−10 (U) of q and homogeneous
polynomials h1, h2 ∈ S of the same degree such that

h2(v) 6= 0 and α
(
ϕ0(v)

)
=
h1(v)

h2(v)
for all v ∈ Vq.

In this case, we have

h2(1, u1, . . . , un) 6= 0 and α(u1, . . . , un) =
h1(1, u1, . . . , un)

h2(1, u1, . . . , un)

for all u = (u1, . . . , un) ∈ ϕ0(Vq). Since this holds for every q ∈ ϕ−10 (U), it follows that α
is a regular function on U . This completes the proof of the fact that ϕ0 is an isomorphism.

�

Corollary 2.3. For every locally closed subset W of Pn, the space (W,OW ) is an algebraic
variety.

Proof. It is enough to show the assertion for W = Pn: the general case is then a con-
sequence of Propositions 3.5 and 5.4 in Chapter 3. We have already seen that Pn is a
prevariety. In order to show that it is separated, using Proposition 5.6 in Chapter 3, it is
enough to show that each Ui ∩ Uj is affine and that the canonical morphism

(1) τi,j : O(Ui)⊗k O(Uj)→ O(Ui ∩ Uj)
is surjective. Suppose that i < j and let us denote by x1, . . . , xn the coordinates on the
image of ϕi and by y1, . . . , yn the coordinates on the image of ϕj. Note that via the
isomorphism ϕi, the open subvariety Ui ∩ Uj is mapped to the open subset

{(u1, . . . , un) ∈ An | uj 6= 0},
which is affine, being a principal affine open subset of An. Similarly, ϕj maps Ui ∩ Uj to
the open subset

{(u1, . . . , un) ∈ An | ui+1 6= 0}.
Furthermore, since we have

ϕj ◦ ϕ−1i (u1, . . . , un) =

(
u1
uj
, . . . ,

ui
uj
,

1

uj
,
ui+1

uj
, . . . ,

uj−1
uj

,
uj+1

uj
, . . . ,

un
uj

)
for all (u1, . . . , un) ∈ ϕi(Ui ∩ Uj), we see that the morphism

τi,j : k[x1, . . . , xn]⊗k k[y1, . . . , yn]→ k[x1, . . . , xn, x
−1
j ]
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satisfies τ(x`) = x` for all ` and τ(yi+1) = x−1j . Therefore τi,j is surjective for all i and j,
proving that Pn is separated. �

Example 2.4. The map

π : An+1 r {0} → Pn, π(x0, . . . , xn) = [x0, . . . , xn]

is a morphism. Indeed, with the notation in the proof of Proposition 2.2, it is enough to
show that for every i, the induced map π−1(Ui) → Ui is a morphism. However, via the
isomorphism Ui ' An, this map becomes

An+1 r V (xi)→ An, (x0, . . . , xn)→ (x0/xi, . . . , xi−1/xi, xi+1/xi, . . . , xn/xi),

which is clearly a morphism.

Definition 2.5. A projective variety is an algebraic variety that is isomorphic to a closed
subvariety of some Pn. A quasi-projective variety is an algebraic variety that is isomorphic
to a locally closed subvariety ofsome Pn.

Remark 2.6. It follows from definition that if X is a projective variety and Y is a closed
subvariety of X, then Y is a projective variety as well. Similarly, if X is a quasi-projective
variety and Z is a locally closed subvariety of X, then Z is a quasi-projective variety.

Remark 2.7. Every quasi-affine variety is quasi-projective: this follows from the fact that
An is isomorphic to an open subvariety of Pn.

Remark 2.8. Note that unlike the coordinate ring of an affine variety, the homogeneous
coordinate ring of a projective variety X ⊆ Pn is not an intrinsic invariant: it depends on
the embedding in the projective space.

We next show that the distinguished open subsets D+
X(g) are all affine varieties1.

Proposition 2.9. For every closed subvariety X of Pn and every homogeneous element
g ∈ SX of positive degree, the variety D+

X(g) is affine.

Proof. Since X is a closed subvariety of Pn and D+
X(g) = D+

Pn(g̃) ∩ X, where g̃ ∈ S is
any lift of g, it is enough to prove the assertion when X = Pn. Let U = D+

Pn(g) and put
d = deg(g).

Consider the regular functions f0, . . . , fn on U given by fi(u0, . . . , un) =
udi
g(u)

. Note

that they generate the unit ideal in Γ(U,OPn). Indeed, since g ∈ S+ = rad(xd0, . . . , x
d
n), it

follows that there is m such that gm ∈ (xd0, . . . , x
d
n). If we write gm =

∑n
i=1 hix

d
i and if we

consider the regular functions αi : U → k given by

αi(u1, . . . , un) =
hi(u)

g(u)m−1
,

then
∑n

i=0 fi · αi = 1, hence f0, . . . , fn generate the unit ideal in Γ(U,OPn). By Propo-
sition 3.16 in Chapter 3, we see that it is enough to show that each subset U ∩ Ui is
affine, where Ui is the open subset of Pn defined by xi 6= 0. However, by the isomorphism

1For another proof of this proposition, making use of the Veronese embedding, see Exercise 2.23 below.
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Ui ' An given in Proposition 2.2, the open subset U ∩ Ui becomes isomorphic to the
subset

{u = (u1, . . . , un) ∈ An | g(u1, . . . , ui, 1, ui+1, . . . , un) 6= 0},
which is affine by Proposition 4.18 in Chapter 1. This completes the proof. �

Since the open subsets D+
X(g) are affine, they are determined by their rings of regular

functions. Our next goal is to describe these rings.

We begin with some general considerations regarding localization in graded rings.
If S is a graded ring and T ⊆ S is a multiplicative system consisting of homogeneous
elements of S, then the ring of fractions T−1S has an induced grading, in which

(T−1S)m =

{
f

t
| t ∈ T, f ∈ Sdeg(t)+m

}
.

Note that even if S is N-graded, T−1S is not, in general, N-graded. We will use two
special cases. If g ∈ S is a homogeneous element, then Sg is a graded ring, and we denote
by S(g) its degree 0 part. Similarly, if p is a homogeneous prime ideal in S and if we take
T to be the set of homogeneous elements in S r p, then T−1S is a graded ring and we
denote its degree 0 part by S(p). Therefore S(g) is the subring of Sg consisting of fractions
h
gm

, where h is a homogeneous element of S, of degree m · deg(g). Similarly, S(p) is the

subring of S(p) consisting of all fractions of the form f
h
, where f, g ∈ S are homogeneous,

of the same degree, with g 6∈ p. Note that S(p) is a local ring, with maximal ideal

{f/h ∈ S(p) | f ∈ p}.

LetX be a closed subset of Pn, with corresponding radical ideal IX and homogeneous
coordinate ring SX . Note that if h ∈ SX is homogeneous, of positive degree, we have a
morphism of k-algebras

Φ: (SX)(h) → O
(
D+
X(h)

)
,

such that Φ(f/hm) is given by the function p → f̃(p)

h̃m(p)
, where f̃ , h̃ ∈ S are elements

mapping to f, h ∈ SX , respectively (it is clear that Φ(f/hm) is independent of the choice

of f̃ and h̃).

Proposition 2.10. For every X and h as above, the morphism Φ is an isomorphism.

Proof. We will prove a more general version in Proposition 3.17 below. �

We end this section with the description of the dimension of a closed subset of Pn

in terms of the homogeneous coordinate ring.

Proposition 2.11. If X ⊆ Pn is a nonempty closed subset, with homogeneous coordinate
ring SX , then dim(X) = dim(SX)− 1.

Proof. Note that the morphism π : An+1 r {0} → Pn induces a surjective morphism
f : C(X) r {0} → X whose fibers are 1-dimensional (in fact, they are all isomorphic to
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A1 r {0}). It follows from Corollary 4.3 in Chapter 2 that

dim
(
C(X)

)
= 1 + dim(X).

Since SX is the coordinate ring of the affine variety C(X), we obtain the assertion in the
proposition. �

Corollary 2.12. If X and Y are nonempty closed subsets of Pn, with dim(X)+dim(Y ) ≥
n, then X ∩ Y is nonempty and every irreducible component of X ∩ Y has dimension
≥ dim(X) + dim(Y )− n.

Proof. Note that
(
C(X) ∩ C(Y )

)
r {0} = C(X ∩ Y ) r {0}. It is clear C(X) ∩ C(Y ) is

nonempty, since it contains 0. In this case, it follows from Exercise 3.21 in Chapter 2 that
every irreducible component of C(X) ∩ C(Y ) has dimension

≥ dim
(
C(X)

)
+ dim

(
C(Y )

)
− (n+ 1) = dim(X) + dim(Y )− n+ 1.

This implies that C(X) ∩ C(Y ) is not contained in {0}, hence X ∩ Y is non-empty.
Moreover, the irreducible components of C(X) ∩ C(Y ) are of the form C(Z), where Z is
an irreducible component of X ∩ Y , hence

dim(Z) = dim
(
C(Z)

)
− 1 ≥ dim(X) + dim(Y )− n.

�

Exercise 2.13. A hypersurface in Pn is a closed subset defined by

{[x0, . . . , xn] ∈ Pn | F (x0, . . . , xn) = 0},
for some homogeneous polynomial F , of positive degree. Given a closed subset X ⊆ Pn,
show that the following are equivalent:

i) X is a hypersurface.
ii) The ideal I(X) is a principal ideal.
iii) All irreducible component of X have codimension 1 in Pn.

Note that if X is any irreducible variety and U is a nonempty open subset of X, then
the map taking Z ⊆ U to Z and the map taking W ⊆ X to W ∩U give inverse bijections
(preserving the irreducible decompositions) between the nonempty closed subsets of U
and the nonempty closed subsets of X that have no irreducible component contained in
the X r U . This applies, in particular, to the open immersion

An ↪→ Pn, (x1, . . . , xn)→ [1, x1, . . . , xn].

The next exercise describes this correspondence at the level of ideals.

Exercise 2.14. Let S = k[x0, . . . , xn] and R = k[x1, . . . , xn]. For an ideal J in R, we put

Jhom :=
(
fhom | 0 6= f ∈ J

)
,

where fhom = x
deg(f)
0 · f(x1/x0, . . . , xn/x0) ∈ S. On the other hand, if a is a homogeneous

ideal in S, then we put a := {h(1, x1, . . . , xn) | h ∈ a} ⊆ R.

An ideal a in S is called x0-saturated if (a : x0) = a (recall that (a : x0) := {u ∈ S |
x0u ∈ a}).
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i) Show that the above maps give inverse bijections between the ideals in R and the
x0-saturated homogeneous ideals in S.

ii) Show that we get induced bijections between the radical ideals in R and the
homogeneous x0-saturated radical ideals in S. Moreover, a homogeneous radical
ideal a is x0-saturated if and only if either no irreducible component of V (a) is
contained in the hyperplane (x0 = 0), or if a = S.

iii) The above correspondence induces a bijection between the prime ideals in R and
the prime ideals in S that do not contain x0.

iv) Consider the open immersion

An ↪→ Pn, (u1, . . . , un)→ (1 : u1 : . . . : un),

which allows us to identify An with the complement of the hyperplane (x0 = 0)

in Pn. Show that for every ideal J in R we have VAn(J) = VPn(Jhom).
v) Show that for every homogeneous ideal a in S, we have VPn(a) ∩An = VAn(a).

Exercise 2.15. Recall that GLn+1(k) denotes the set of invertible (n + 1) × (n + 1)
matrices with entries in k. Let PGLn+1(k) denote the quotient GLn+1(k)/k∗, where k∗

acts on GLn+1(k) by

λ · (ai,j)i,j = (λai,j)i,j.

i) Show that PGLn+1(k) has a natural structure of linear algebraic group, and that
it is irreducible.

ii) Prove that PGLn+1(k) acts algebraically on Pn.

Definition 2.16. Two subsets of Pn are projectively equivalent if they differ by an auto-
morphism in PGLn+1(k) (we will see later that these are, indeed, all automorphisms of
Pn).

Definition 2.17. A linear subspace of Pn is a closed subvariety of Pn defined by an ideal
generated by homogeneous polynomials of degree one. A hyperplane is a linear subspace
of codimension one.

Exercise 2.18. Consider the projective space Pn.

i) Show that a closed subset Y of Pn is a linear subspace if and only if the affine
cone C(Y ) ⊆ An+1 is a linear subspace.

ii) Show that if L is a linear subspace in Pn of dimension r, then there is an isomor-
phism L ' Pr.

iii) Show that the hyperplanes in Pn are in bijection with the points of “another”
projective space Pn, usually denoted by (Pn)∗. We denote the point of (Pn)∗

corresponding to the hyperplane H by [H].
iv) Show that the subset{(

p, [H]
)
∈ Pn × (Pn)∗ | p ∈ H

}
is closed in Pn × (Pn)∗.

v) Show that given two sets of points in Pn

Γ = {P0, . . . , Pn+1} and Γ′ = {Q0, . . . , Qn+1},
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such that no (n + 1) points in the same set lie in a hyperplane, there is a unique
A ∈ PGLn+1(k) such that A · Pi = Qi for every i.

Exercise 2.19. Let X ⊆ Pn be an irreducible closed subset of codimension r. Show that
if H ⊆ Pn is a hypersurface such that X is not contained in H, then every irreducible
component of X ∩H has codimension r + 1 in Pn.

Exercise 2.20. Let X ⊆ Pn be a closed subset of dimension r. Show that there is a
linear space L ⊆ Pn of dimension (n− r − 1) such that L ∩X = ∅.

Exercise 2.21. (The Segre embedding). Consider two projective spaces Pm and Pn. Let
N = (m+1)(n+1)−1, and let us denote the coordinates on AN+1 by zi,j, with 0 ≤ i ≤ m
and 0 ≤ j ≤ n.

1) Show that the map Am+1 ×An+1 → AN+1 given by

((xi)i, (yj)j)→ (xiyj)i,j

induces a morphism
ϕm,n : Pm ×Pn → PN .

2) Consider the ring homomorphism

fm,n : k[zi,j | 0 ≤ i ≤ m, 0 ≤ j ≤ n]→ k[x1, . . . , xm, y1, . . . , yn], fm,n(zi,j) = xiyj.

Show that ker(fm,n) is a homogeneous prime ideal that defines in PN the image
of ϕm,n (in particular, this image is closed).

3) Show that ϕm,n is a closed immersion.
4) Deduce that ifX and Y are (quasi)projective varieties, thenX×Y is a (quasi)projective

variety.

Exercise 2.22. (The Veronese embedding). Let n and d be positive integers, and let
M0, . . . ,MN be all monomials in k[x0, . . . , xn] of degree d (hence N =

(
n+d
d

)
− 1).

1) Show that there is a morphism νn,d : Pn → PN that takes the point [a0, . . . , an] to
the point

[
M0(a), . . . ,MN(a)

]
.

2) Consider the ring homomorphism fd : k[z0, . . . , zN ] → k[x0, . . . , xn] defined by
fd(zi) = Mi. Show that ker(fd) is a homogeneous prime ideal that defines in
PN the image of νn,d (in particular, this image is closed).

3) Show that νn,d is a closed immersion.
4) Show that if Z is a hypersurface of degree d in Pn (this means that I(Z) = (F ),

where F is a homogeneous polyomial of degree d), then there is a hyperplane H
in PN such that for every projective variety X ⊆ Pn, the morphism νn,d induces
an isomorphism between X ∩ Z and νn,d(X) ∩ H. This shows that the Veronese
embedding allows to reduce the intersection with a hypersurface to the intersection
with a hyperplane.

5) The rational normal curve in Pn is the image of the Veronese embedding ν1,d : P1 →
Pd, mapping [a, b] to [ad, ad−1b, . . . , bd]. Show that the rational normal curve is the
zero-locus of the 2× 2-minors of the matrix(

z0 z1 . . . zd−1
z1 z2 . . . zd

)
.



CHAPTER 4. PROJECTIVE VARIETIES 13

Exercise 2.23. Use the Veronese embedding to deduce the assertion in Proposition 2.9
from the case when h is a linear form (which follows from Proposition 2.2).

Exercise 2.24. A plane Cremona transformation is a birational map of P2 into itself.
Consider the following example of quadratic Cremona transformation: ϕ : P2 → P2, given
by ϕ(x : y : z) = (yz : xz : xy), when no two of x, y, or z are zero.

1) Show that ϕ is birational, and its own inverse.
2) Find open subsets U, V ⊂ P2 such that ϕ induces an isomorphism U ' V .
3) Describe the open sets on which ϕ and ϕ−1 are defined.

3. A generalization: the MaxProj construction

We now describe a generalization of the constructions in the previous two sections.
A key idea introduced by Grothendieck in algebraic geometry is that it is often better to
study morphisms f : X → Y , instead of varieties X (the case of a variety being recovered
as the special case when Y is a point). More precisely, instead of studying varieties with
a certain property, one should extend this property to morphisms and study it in this
context. We begin with one piece of terminology.

Definition 3.1. Given a variety Y , a variety over Y is a morphism f : X → Y , where
X is another variety. A morphism between varieties f1 : X1 → Y and f2 : X2 → Y is a
morphism of varieties g : X1 → X2 such that f2 ◦ g = f1. It is clear that we can compose
morphisms of varieties over Y and we get, in this way, a category.

Following the above philosophy, we introduce in this section the Proj construction,
that allows us to study projective varieties over Y , when Y is affine (as we will see, these
are simply closed subvarieties of a product Y ×Pn). We will return later to the case when
Y is an arbitrary variety, after discussing quasi-coherent sheaves.

The setting is the following: we fix an N-graded, reduced, finitely generated k-
algebra S =

⊕
m∈N Sm. This implies that S0 is a finitely generated k-algebra and it is

also easy to see that each Sm is a finitely generated S0-module. We put S+ =
⊕

m>0 Sm.

Exercise 3.2. Given homogeneous elements t0, . . . , tn ∈ S+, show that they generate S
as an S0-algebra if and only if they generate S+ as an ideal.

For the sake of simplicity, we always assume that S is generated as an S0-algebra by
S1. This condition is equivalent with the fact that S is isomorphic, as a graded ring, to the
quotient of S0[x0, . . . , xn] by a homogeneous ideal, where the grading on this polynomial
ring is given by the total degree of the monomials. Note that by the above exercise, our
assumption implies that S1 generates S+ as an ideal.

Consider the affine varieties W = MaxSpec(S) and W0 = MaxSpec(S0) (see Exer-
cise 2.18 in Chapter 3 for the notation). The inclusion S0 ↪→ S corresponds to a morphism
f : W → W0. The grading on S translates into an algebraic action of the torus k∗ on W ,
as follows. We have a morphism

α : k∗ ×W → W
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corresponding to the k-algebra homomorphism S → k[t, t−1] ⊗k S mapping
∑

i fi to∑
i t
ifi, where fi ∈ Si for all i. One can check directly that this gives an action of k∗ on W ,

but we prefer to argue as follows: let us choose a surjective graded homomorphism of S0-
algebras ϕ : S0[x0, . . . , xn]→ S, corresponding to a closed immersion j : W ↪→ W0×An+1

such that if p : W0 ×An+1 → W0 is the first projection, we have p ◦ j = f . As before, we
have a morphism

β : k∗ ×W0 ×An+1 → W0 ×An+1.

Since ϕ is a graded homomorphism, we see that the two morphisms are compatible via j,
in the sense that

j
(
α(λ,w)

)
= β

(
λ, j(w)

)
for all λ ∈ k∗, w ∈ W.

It is straightforward to check that

β(λ,w0, x0, . . . , xn) = (w0, λx0, . . . , λxn) for all λ ∈ k∗, w0 ∈ W0, (x0, . . . , xn) ∈ An+1.

Therefore β gives an algebraic action of k∗ on W0 ×An+1, and thus α gives an algebraic
action of k∗ on W . We will keep using this embedding for describing the action of k∗ on
W . To simplify the notation, we will write λ · w for α(λ,w).

Lemma 3.3. Given the above action of k∗ on W , the following hold:

i) An orbit consists either of one point or it is 1-dimensional.
ii) A point is fixed by the k∗-action if and only if it lies in V (S+).
iii) If O is a 1-dimensional orbit, then O is a closed subset of W r V (S+), O ' A1,

and O ∩ V (S+) consists of one point.

Proof. By embedding W in W0 ×An+1 as above, we reduce the assertions in the lemma
to the case when W = W0 × An+1, in which case they are all clear. Note that via this
embedding, we have V (S+) = W0 × {0}. �

Remark 3.4. By arguing as in Remark 1.5, we see that a closed subset Z ⊆ W is invariant
by the k∗-action (that is, λ ·Z = Z for every λ ∈ k∗) if and only if the corresponding ideal
IW (Z) is homogeneous.

Definition 3.5. Given S as above, we define MaxProj(S) to be the set of one-dimensional
orbit closures for the action of k∗ on W . Since every such orbit is clearly irreducible, being
the image of a morphism k∗ → W , it follows from Lemma 3.3 and Remark 3.4 that these
orbit closures are in bijection with the homogeneous prime ideals q ⊆ S such that S+ 6⊆ q
and dim(S/q) = 1.

We put a topology on X = MaxProj(S) by declaring that a subset is closed if it
consists of all 1-dimensional orbit closures contained in some torus-invariant closed subset
of W . Equivalently, the closed subsets are those of the form

V (I) = {q ∈ MaxProj(S) | I ⊆ q},
for some homogeneous ideal I ⊆ S. The assertions in the next lemma, which are straight-
forward to prove, imply that this gives indeed a topology on MaxProj(S).

Lemma 3.6. With the above notation, the following hold:
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i) We have V (0) = MaxProj(S) and V (S) = ∅.
ii) For every two homogeneous ideals I and J in S, we have

V (I) ∪ V (J) = V (I ∩ J) = V (I · J).

iii) For every family (Iα)α of homogeneous ideals in S, we have⋂
α

V (Iα) = V

(∑
α

Iα

)
.

Since every homogeneous ideal is generated by finitely many homogeneous elements,
we see that every open set can be written as a finite union of sets of the form

D+
X(f) = {q ∈ MaxProj(S) | f 6∈ q},

where f ∈ S is a homogeneous element. In fact, we may take f of positive degree, since
if t0, . . . , tn ∈ S1 generate S+, we have

D+
X(f) =

n⋃
i=0

D+
X(tif).

As a special case of this equality for f = 1, we have

MaxProj(S) = D+
X(t0) ∪ . . . ∪D+

X(tn).

Remark 3.7. It is clear that if I is a homogeneous ideal in S, then V (I) = V
(
rad(I)

)
.

Moreover, if
I ′ = {f ∈ S | f · S+ ⊆ rad(I)},

then V (I) = V (I ′).

For future reference, we give the following variant of graded Nullstellensatz.

Proposition 3.8. Let S be a graded ring as in the proposition. If I is a homogeneous,
radical ideal in S, and f ∈ S is homogeneous, such that f ∈ q for all q ∈ MaxProj(S)
with q ⊇ I, then f · S+ ⊆ I. If deg(f) > 0, then f ∈ I.

Proof. We first prove the last assertion, assuming deg(f) > 0. After writing S as a quotient
of a polynomial ring over S0, we see that we may assume that S = A[x0, . . . , xn], with
the standard grading. Recall that we take W0 = MaxSpec(S0) and W = MaxSpec(S) =
W0 ×An+1. Let Y ⊆ W be the closed subset defined by I. Note that W is k∗-invariant.
Our assumption says that f vanishes on {w0} × L, whenever L is a line in An+1 with
{w0} × An+1 ⊆ Y . On the other hand, since deg(f) > 0, we see that f automatically
vanishes along W0 × {0}, hence f vanishes along Y (we use the fact that Y is a union of
k∗-orbits). We thus conclude that f ∈ I. The first assertion in the proposition now follows
by applying what we know to each product fg, with g ∈ S1. �

Given an ideal q ∈ MaxProj(S), let T denote the set of homogeneous elements in
Srq. Recall that the ring of fractions T−1S carries a natural grading, whose degree 0 part
is denoted by S(q). This is a local ring, with maximal ideal mq := q ·T−1S∩S(q). Similarly,
given a homogeneous element f ∈ S, the localization Sf carries a natural grading, whose
degree 0 part is denoted S(f).
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Lemma 3.9. For every t ∈ S1, the following hold:

i) We have an isomorphism of graded rings St ' S(t)[x, x
−1].

ii) Every homogeneous ideal in St is of the form
⊕

m∈Z(I ∩ S(t))t
m.

iii) We have a homeomorphism between D+(t) and MaxSpec(S(t)).
iv) For every q ∈ MaxProj(S), the residue field of S(q) is equal to k.

Proof. Since the element t
1
∈ St has degree 1 and is invertible, it follows easily that the

homomorphism of graded S(t)-algebras

S(t)[x, x
−1]→ St

that maps x to t
1

is an isomorphism. This gives i) and the assertion in ii) is straightforward
to check.

It is clear that localization induces a bijection between the homogeneous prime ideals
in S that do not contain t and the homogeneous prime ideals in St. Moreover, it follows
from ii) that every such prime ideal in St is of the form

⊕
m∈Z pt

m, for a unique prime
ideal p in S(t). If q ⊆ S corresponds to p ⊆ S(t), then

(2) (S/q)t ' (S(t)/p)[x, x−1],

hence

dim(S/q) = dim
(
(S/q)t

)
= dim(S(t)/p) + 1.

Therefore q lies in MaxProj(S) if and only if p is a maximal ideal in S(t). This gives the
bijection between D+(t) and MaxSpec(S(t)) and it is straightforward to check, using the
definitions of the two topologies, that this is a homeomorphism.

Finally, given any q ∈ MaxProj(S), we can find t ∈ S1 such that q ∈ D+(t). If p is
the corresponding ideal in S(t), then the isomorphism (2) implies that the residue field of
S(q) is isomorphic as a k-algebra to the residue field of (S(t))p, hence it is equal to k. �

We now define a sheaf of functions on X = MaxProj(S), with values in k, as
follows. For every open subset U in X, let OX(U) be the set of functions ϕ : U → k with
the following property: for every x ∈ U , there is an open neighborhood Ux ⊆ U of x and
homogeneous elements f, g ∈ S of the same degree such that for every q ∈ Ux, we have
g 6∈ q and ϕ(q) is equal to the image of f

g
in the residue field of S(q), which is equal to k by

Lemma 3.9. It is straightforward to check that OX(U) is a k-subalgebra of FunX(U) and
that, with respect to restriction of functions, OX is a sheaf. This is the sheaf of regular
functions on X. From now on, we denote by MaxProj(S) the object (X,OX) in T opk.

Remark 3.10. It is clear from the definition that we have a morphism in T opk

MaxProj(S)→ MaxSpec(S0)

that maps q to q ∩ S0.
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Proposition 3.11. If we have a surjective, graded homomorphism ϕ : S → T , then we
have a commutative diagram

MaxProj(T )

��

j // MaxProj(S)

f

��
MaxSpec(T0)

i // MaxProj(S0),

in which i is a closed immersion and j given an isomorphism onto V (I) (with the induced
sheaf from the ambient space)2, where I = ker(ϕ).

Proof. Note first that since ϕ is surjective, the induced homomorphism S0 → T0 is surjec-
tive as well, hence the induced morphism i : MaxSpec(T0)→ MaxSpec(S0) is a closed im-
mersion. Since ϕ is graded and surjective, we have T+ = ϕ(S+) and S+ = ϕ−1(T+), hence
S+ ⊆ ϕ−1(p) if and only if T+ ⊆ p. We can thus define j : MaxProj(T ) → MaxProj(S)
by j(p) = ϕ−1(p). It is straightforward to see that the diagram in the proposition is
commutative and that j gives a homeomorphism of MaxProj(T ) onto the closed subset
V (I) of MaxProj(S). Furthermore, it is easy to see, using the definition, that if U is an
open subset of V (I), then a function ϕ : U → k has the property that ϕ ◦ j is regular on
j−1(U) if and only if it can be locally extended to a regular function on open subsets in
MaxProj(S). This gives the assertion in the proposition. �

We now consider in detail the case when S = A[x0, . . . , xn], with the standard grad-
ing. As before, let W0 = MaxSpec(A). We have seen that a point p in X = MaxProj(S)
corresponds to a subset in W0 ×An+1, of the form {w0} × L, where L is a 1-dimensional
linear subspace in kn+1, corresponding to a point in Pn. We thus have a bijection between
MaxProj(S) and W0 ×Pn. Moreover, since x0, . . . , xn span S1, we see that

X =
n⋃
i=0

D+
X(xi).

The above bijection induces for every i a bijection between D+
X(xi) and W0×D+

Pn(xi). In
fact, this is the same as the homeomorphism between D+

X(xi) and

MaxSpec
(
A[x0, . . . , xn](xi)

)
= MaxSpec

(
A[x0/xi, . . . , xn/xi]

)
given by assertion iii) in Lemma 3.9. Furthermore, arguing as in the proof of Proposi-
tion 2.2, we see that each of these homeomorphisms gives an isomorphism of objects in
T opk. We thus obtain the following

Proposition 3.12. If S = A[x0, . . . , xn], with the standard grading, and W0 = MaxSpec(A),
then we have an isomorphism

MaxProj(S) ' W0 ×Pn

of varieties over W0.

2Once we will show that MaxProj(S) and MaxProj(T ) are algebraic varieties, this simply says that j
is a closed immersion.
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Corollary 3.13. If S is a reduced, N-graded, finitely generated k-algebra, generated as
an S0-algebra by S1, then MaxProj(S) is a quasi-projective variety.

Proof. By the assumption on S, we have a graded, surjective morphism of S0-algebras

S0[x0, . . . , xn]→ S.

If W0 = MaxSpec(S0), then it follows from Propositions 3.11 and 3.12 that we have a
closed immersion

MaxProj(S) ↪→ MaxProj
(
S0[x0, . . . , xn]

)
' W0 ×Pn,

which gives the assertion in the corollary, since a product of quasi-projective varieties is
quasi-projective by Exercise 2.21. �

Remark 3.14. If X is a closed subset of Pn, with homogeneous coordinate ring SX ,
then MaxProj(SX) ' X. More generally, suppose that A is a reduced, finitely generated
k-algebra, W0 = MaxSpec(A), and X is a closed subvariety of W0 ×Pn. If I is a radical,
homogeneous ideal in A[x0, . . . , xn] such that X = V (I), then

X ' MaxProj
(
A[x0, . . . , xn]/I

)
.

Indeed, the surjection

A[x0, . . . , xn]→ A[x0, . . . , xn]/I

induces by Proposition 3.11 a closed immersion

ι : MaxProj
(
A[x0, . . . , xn]/I

)
↪→ MaxProj

(
A[x0, . . . , xn]

)
.

It is then clear that, via the isomorphism MaxProj
(
A[x0, . . . , xn]

)
' W0 × Pn provided

by Proposition 3.12, the image of ι is equal to X.

Definition 3.15. Given an affine variety Y , a variety f : X → Y over Y is projective if
there is a reduced, N-graded, finitely generated k-algebra S, generated as an S0-algebra by
S1, such that Y ' MaxSpec(S0), and X is isomorphic (over Y ) to MaxProj(S). It follows
from the above remark, together with Propositions 3.11 and 3.12, that X is projective
over Y if and only if it admits a closed immersion (over Y ) in Y ×Pn.

Proposition 3.16. If S is a reduced, N-graded, finitely generated k-algebra, generated
as an S0-algebra by S1, then for every homogeneous f ∈ S, of positive degree, the open
subset D+

X(f) ⊆ X = MaxProj(S) is affine.

Proof. By Proposition 3.11, it is enough to prove this when S = S0[x0, . . . , xn]. The
argument in this case follows the one in the proof of Proposition 2.9. �

We now give a generalization of Proposition 2.10 describing the regular functions
on the affine open subsets D+

X(f) in MaxProj(S).

Proposition 3.17. Let S be a reduced, N-graded, finitely generated k-algebra, generated
as an S0-algebra by S1, and let X = MaxProj(S). For every homogeneous f ∈ S, of
positive degree, consider the homomorphism

Φ: S(f) → O
(
D+
X(f)

)
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that maps g
fm

to the function taking q ∈ D+
X(f) to the image of g

fm
in the residue field of

S(q), which is isomorphic to k. Then Φ is an isomorphism.

Proof. The proof is similar to that of Proposition 4.6 in Chapter 1. We first show that Φ
is injective. Suppose that g

fm
lies in the kernel of Φ. In this case, for every q ∈ X r V (f),

we have g ∈ q. This implies that fg ∈ q for every q ∈ X, hence fg = 0 by Proposition 3.8,
hence g

fm
= 0 in (SX)(f). This proves the injectivity of Φ.

In order to prove the surjectivity of Φ, consider ϕ ∈ O
(
D+
X(f)

)
. By hypothesis, and

using the quasi-compactness of D+
X(f), we may write

D+
X(f) = V1 ∪ . . . ∪ Vr,

for some open subsets Vi such that for every i, there are gi, hi ∈ S homogeneous of the
same degree such that for every q ∈ Vi, we have hi 6∈ q and ϕ(q) is the image of gi

hi
in

the residue field of S(q). We may assume that Vi = X r V (fi) for 1 ≤ i ≤ r, for some
homogeneous fi ∈ S, of positive degree. Since hi 6∈ q for every q ∈ X r V (fi), it follows
from Proposition 3.8 that fi ∈ rad(hi). After possibly replacing fi by a suitable power,
we may assume that fi ∈ (hi) for all i. Finally, after multiplying both gi and hi by the
same homogeneous element, we may assume that fi = hi for all i.

We know that for u ∈ X r V (gigj) the two fractions gi(u)
hi(u)

and
gj(u)

hj(u)
have the same

image in the residue field of every S(q). By the injectivity statement we have already
proved, this implies that

gi
hi

=
gj
hj

in Shihj .

Therefore there is a positive integer N such that

(hihj)
N(gihj − gjhi) = 0 for all i, j.

After replacing each gi and hi by gih
N
i and hN+1

i , respectively, we see that we may assume
that

gihj − gjhi = 0 for all i, j.

On the other hand, since

D+
X(f) =

r⋃
i=1

D+
X(hi),

we have

V (f) = V (h1, . . . , hr),

and therefore Proposition 3.8 implies that f ∈ rad(h1, . . . , hr). We can thus write

fm =
r∑
i=1

aihi for some m ≥ 1 and a1, . . . , ar ∈ S.

Moreover, by only considering the terms in Sm·deg(f), we see that we may assume that
each ai is homogeneous, with deg(ai) + deg(hi) = m · deg(f).
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In order to complete the proof, it is enough to show that

ϕ = Φ

(
a1g1 + . . .+ argr

fm

)
.

Note that for q ∈ D+
X(hj), we have

gj
hj

=
a1g1 + . . .+ argr

fm
in S(q)

since

hj ·
r∑
i=1

aigi =
r∑
i=1

aihigj = fmgj.

This completes the proof. �

Remark 3.18. Suppose that S is an N-graded k-algebra as above and

f : X = MaxProj(S)→ MaxSpec(S0) = Y

is the corresponding morphism. If a ∈ S0 and we consider the N-graded k-algebra Sa,
then we have a map

j : MaxProj(Sa)→ MaxProj(S)

that maps q to its inverse image in S. This gives an open immersion, whose image is
f−1
(
DY (a)

)
: this follows by choosing generators t1, . . . , tr ∈ S1 of S as an S0-algebra, and

by showing that for every i, the induced map

MaxSpec
(
(Sa)(ti)

)
→ MaxSpec

(
S(ti)

)
is an open immersion, with image equal to the principal affine open subset corresponding
to a

1
∈ S(ti).

Remark 3.19. Suppose again that S is an N-graded k-algebra as above and f : X =
MaxProj(S) → MaxSpec(S0) = Y is the corresponding morphism. If J is an ideal in S0,
then the inverse image f−1

(
V (J)

)
is the closed subset V (J · S). This is the image of the

closed immersion
MaxProj

(
S/rad(J · S)

)
↪→ MaxProj(S)

(see Proposition 3.11).

Remark 3.20. For every S as above, we have a surjective morphism

π : MaxSpec(S) r V (S+)→ MaxProj(S).

Since all fibers are of dimension 1 (in fact, they are all isomorphic to A1 r {0}), we
conclude that

dim
(
MaxProj(S)

)
= dim

(
MaxSpec(S) r V (S+)

)
− 1 ≤ dim(S)− 1.

Moreover, this is an equality, unless every irreducible component of maximal dimension
of MaxSpec(S) is contained in V (S+), in which case we have dim(S) = dim(S0).

Exercise 3.21. Show that if S is an N-graded k-algebra as above and X = MaxProj(S),
then for every q ∈ X, there is a canonical isomorphism

OX,q ' S(q).
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