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Great Lakes Shipwrecks

Fresh water has no wood consuming Teredo worms
Cold slows chemical corrosion (¥ 10°C =» % reaction rate)
Estimates: 4000 - 18,000 shipwrecks




Great Lakes Shipwrecks

Cultural Time Capsules
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One of world’s best shipwreck diving locations
Shipwrecks considered “Underwater Museums”

> 200 known shipwrecks on Michigan Bottomlands
Scuba diving / Museums = source of tourist revenue
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Created by Michigan Legislature 1980

> 7000 square miles of protected bottomlands
Goal: Preserve shipwrecks for future generations
Administer Cultural Resources (Museums)
Felony to remove / disturb artifacts



Michigan General Scuba Laws

Michigan Law 324.76115 — Dangers Accepted by Scuba Divers

Michigan Act 451 of 1994 324.80155



Alger Underwater Preserve

Established 1988
- BTt 113 Square Miles

o L - 15 Major Shipwrecks
Sea Caves
Pictured Rocks
Glass-Bottomed Boats

Major City: Munising




DeTour Passage Underwater Preserve

Established 1991

Surrounds Drummond Island
13.6 Square Miles

_ N 20 Major Shipwrecks

Drummond "\ Shore Accessible Wrecks

Island

el Old Dock Ruins
= S Watch Ships Passing
Local Historical Museum
sl DeTour Reef Light
Major city: Detour Village
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Grand Traverse Bay Underwater Preserve
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Established 2008

295 Square Miles

13 Major Shipwrecks
Waterfront Business Remains
“Junk pile”

“Pipeline”

Major city: Traverse City




Keweenaw Underwater Preserve

Established 1991
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Manitou Passage Underwater Preserve

Established 1988
282 Square Miles
Borders Sleeping Bear Dunes

14 Major Wrecks (Mostly Freighters)

Many Historic Lighthouses
Major City: Empire
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Marquette Underwater Preserve

Established 1990

144 Square Miles

13 Major Shipwrecks
Black Rocks

Gold Mine Pinnacle

Major City: Marquette



Sanilac Shores Underwater Preserve

orestville o Sk B itiame Established 1988
I ':mee 163 Square Miles
TN 20 Major Shipwrecks
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Southwest Michigan Underwater Preserve

Established 1999

370 square miles

13 Major Shipwrecks

South Haven Maritime Museum

Major Cities: Benton Harbor
South Haven




Straits of Mackinac Shipwreck Preserve
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Thumb Area Bottomland Preserve
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Thunder Bay Underwater Preserve
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West Michigan Underwater Preserve

Established 2012

345 Square Miles

20 Major Shipwrecks

“Rock Pile” Near Muskegon

Great Lakes Naval Memorial Museum

Major Cities: Muskegon
Grand Haven

White Hall
Ludington



Whitefish Point Underwater Preserve

Established 1987

376 Square Miles

30 Major Shipwrecks
Lighthouse And Museum

Major Cities: Whitefish Point
Paradise
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Isle Royale National Park
e Park Established 1940
Surrounding Water 685 Square Miles
12 Major Shipwrecks
Aquarium
Accessible Only By Boat or Seaplane
Divers Must Register
o Snipureck Windigo Ranger Station

== Boat Launch
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Wisconsin




Wisconsin Shipwreck Coast National Marine Sanctuary

WISCONSIN

Established 2021
962 Square Miles
36 Major Shipwrecks

WI: >1000 Total Wrecks (Lakes & Rivers)

Nearest Cities: Manitowoc
Sheboygan
Port Washington




New York




Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary

Established 2024
1722 Square Miles
41 Know Shipwrecks

Major Cities: Cape Vincent
Oswego
Pultneyville




Canada

Thousands of Shipwrecks in Canadian Waters



Fathom Five National Marine Park

- -Fathom Five

- S I [Cstablished 1987
i 43 Square Miles

22 Known Shipwrecks
Historic Lighthouses
Flowerpot Geologic Features
Glass Bottom Boats

Major Village: Tobermory
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The Edmund Fitzgerald

Perhaps The Most Famous Great Lakes Shipwreck
Largest Ship Lost On The Great Lakes
Sank During Intense Storm Of November 10, 1975

h Forbidden: All Activity Within 500 meters
.“‘ Penalty: Fines Up To $ 1 Million (CAD)




Great Lakes Maritime Museums
Lake Superior Lake Erie

Lake Ontario
Lake Michigan

Detroit

Lake Huron




In addition to references on individual slides:

Michigan Underwater Preserves

Dan Friedhoftf
NOAA National Marine Sanctuaries

Additional Images: From DuckDuckGo Search Engine



