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wiscrowd.appspot.com

• Log in with your GMail account

• Navigate to the Wisdom of 
Crowds Application

• We will come back to this later 
in the talk



www.syncomat.com



Chuck’s Goals for Sakai

Bring enterprise-level open source LMS into the Market

Collect bright worldwide developer community and achieve 
sufficient adoption for sustainability

Focus on ease of adding new tools

Create market to enable the free exchange of tools

Get teachers writing tools
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2008 Sakai Usage Data at University of Michgan

There are more than 15 
applications...





The end of the LMS 
as we know it....
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Learning -1.0

Inverted Learning - (i.e. matrix inverse)



Installing Your Next LMS

• Insert this code in your web page and press “Refresh”

<script type="text/javascript" 
  src="http://api.cloudsocial.org/js/ile-main.js">
</script>
<script type="text/javascript">
  ile_init("49c480149a008");
</script>



http://www.cloudsocial.org/



Shape Forces Perspective



Social Learning

what is it?
when will it be more than a buzzword?
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Next Geration LMS

Medical Open 
Educational Resources



http://graphjam.com/
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Encore Project

• Eight Sudents

• Ten Faculty

• Course Length Six Weeks

• Five Tools

• Three Months of 
Developer Time

• Written in PHP

• Average tool code is 900 
lines of code

• Each tool is 100% designed 
from scratch with User-
Centered approach

• Portflio artifacts
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wiscrowd.appspot.com

• A set of tools which allows 
multi-player educational in-class 
games

• Support for the teachers using 
the book “Wisdom of Crowds”

• Works either stand-alone or 
inside of an LMS using IMS 
Learning Tools Interoperability



wiscrowd.appspot.com

• Log in with your GMail account

• Navigate to the Wisdom of 
Crowds Application

• Lets guess some angles

















import logging
import pickle
from google.appengine.ext import db
from core.tool import ToolRegistration
from core import learningportlet

class Wisdom(db.Model) :
   blob = db.BlobProperty()

def register():
   return ToolRegistration(WisHandler, "Wisdom of Crowds")

class WisHandler(learningportlet.LearningPortlet):

  def doaction(self):
    wisdom = Wisdom.get_or_insert("a", parent=self.context.course)
    if wisdom.blob == None : 
      wisdom.blob = pickle.dumps( dict() ) 
      wisdom.put()
    data = pickle.loads(wisdom.blob)

    name = self.request.get("name")
    if len(name) < 1 : name = self.context.user.email
    guess = self.request.get("guess")
    try: guess = int(guess)
    except: guess = -1

90 lines 
of 

Python



   msg = ""
    if self.context.isInstructor() and name.lower() == "reset":
       data = dict()
       wisdom.blob = pickle.dumps( data ) 
       wisdom.put()
       msg = "Data reset"
    elif guess < 1 :
       msg = "Please enter a valid, numeric guess"
    elif  len(name) < 1 : 
       msg = "No Name Found"
    elif name in data : 
       msg = "You already have answered this"
    else:
       ret = db.run_in_transaction(self.addname, wisdom.key(), name, guess)
       if ret : 
         data = ret
         msg = "Thank you for your guess"
       else:
         msg = "Unable to store your guess please re-submit"

    return msg

  def getview(self, info):
    wisdom = Wisdom.get_or_insert("a", parent=self.context.course)
    if wisdom.blob == None : 
      wisdom.blob = pickle.dumps( dict() ) 
      wisdom.put()

90 lines 
of 

Python



    data = pickle.loads(wisdom.blob)
    rendervars = {'context': self.context, 'msg' : info}
    
    if self.context.isInstructor() and len(data) > 0 :
       text = ""
       total = 0
       for (key, val) in data.items(): 
         text = text + key + "," + str(val) + "\n"
         total = total + val
       count = len(data)
       ave = 0
       if count > 0 : ave = total / count
       rendervars["ave"] = ave
       rendervars["count"] = count
       rendervars["data"] = text
    return self.doRender('index.htm', rendervars)

  def addname(self, key, name, guess):
    obj = db.get(key)
    data = pickle.loads(obj.blob)
    if ( len(data) > 499 ) : return data
    data[name] = guess
    obj.blob = pickle.dumps(data)
    obj.put()
    return data

90 lines 
of 

Python



<p>Hello: {{ context.getUserName }} 
{% if context.isInstructor %}
(Instructor)
{% endif %}
from {{ context.getCourseName }}</p>
{% if msg %}
<p>{{ msg }}</p>
{% endif %}
<form method="post" action="{{ context.getPostPath }}">
{{ context.getFormFields }}
<p>Enter Guess: <input type="text" name="guess"/></p>
<p>Enter Name (opt): <input type="text" name="name"/></p>
<p><input type="submit"></p>
</form>
{% if ave %}
<p>Average: {{ ave }} Count: {{count}} </p>
{% endif %}
{% if data %}
<pre>
{{ data }}
</pre>
{% endif %}

25 lines 
of HTML



• Tool Building Environment - aimed at beginning developers

• Written in Python, Free, Open Source

• Hostable on Google AppEngine for Free

• Supports IMS Learning Tools Interoperability - Multi Tenancy

• All tools run without modification in iframe, portal, 
div, CloudSocial,  Facebook, Yahoo!, iGoogle,  WSRP, ....

CloudCollab Goals





<script type="text/javascript" 
  src="http://api.cloudsocial.org/js/ile-main.js">
</script>
<script type="text/javascript">
  ile_init("49c480149a008");
</script>
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Slow / Viral



????



www.cloudsocial.org

www.cloudcollab.com

www.appenginelearn.com

<script type="text/javascript" 
  src="http://api.cloudsocial.org/js/ile-main.js">
</script>
<script type="text/javascript">
  ile_init("49c480149a008");
</script>

www.dr-chuck.comThank you


