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When it comes to technology and cars, people like to push it. And by that, I mean

they push it straight to crazy-town. How else to explain the rash of how-to videos

on mounting an iPad in your car — and on your steering wheel, no less?

 

The Steering-

Wheel-iPad Web

site plays it with a

straight face, but

something smells

fishy.

For instance, there

this endorsement

from Sam

Dinsdale, of

Urbana, Ill.: "I

have found that

using cruise

control and playing

BeJeweled on my iPad mounted on the steering wheel keeps me awake and alert

without distracting too much from driving."

It immediately reminded me of the infamous (in some areas, at least) Steering

Wheel Laptop Desk — an actual product whose Amazon page inspired a number of

hoaxy "reviews" recommending it as both a guitar stand and a bar.

But this "iPad in the Car!" thing is widespread enough to be called… a meme.

Sure, you could see the iPad mount as (bad) drivers fightin' for their rights. In the

war over cellphone/text bans, what better way to say you don't give a damn than to
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war over cellphone/text bans, what better way to say you don't give a damn than to

affix an advanced entertainment device between you and the speedometer?

But I think it's a bit more complicated. This steering wheel mount may be a hoax —

but it's a capitalized one — note the Google Ads. And I had to think for a sec, "Hey,

I wonder if this guy got a product-placement fee from USA Today?"

Hoax or not, people really do love the idea of putting a multimedia tool on their

dashboard. And they evidently love to watch videos about it, too.

I first spotted this link on Slashdot, where someone had posted it with a short

quote from the "manufacturer."

It turns out lots of people have made similar YouTube videos, where they show off

iPads they've got mounted in cars, tethered to iPhones — and running Skype. With

that established, it's not hard to imagine the next step: full-on video phone calls.

When drivers can have a conversation with a talking head that's wedged between

the speedometer and an air conditioning vent, we'll be in a whole new world of

distraction.
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William Supon (BigSoup) wrote:
I tend to think that texting, phoning, and iPadding are nature's way of cleaning out the gene
pool.
May 22, 2010 9:26:51 PM EDT
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RainyDay Magazine (RainyDayInterns) wrote:
Oh come on...this is clearly a joke.
May 22, 2010 9:18:32 PM EDT

 

J T (skimizou) wrote:
@Bouvier - Let's hope so. "Can't get enough of your iPad? Mount it on your steering wheel
with the hopes of it becoming part of your face!"
May 22, 2010 1:54:33 PM EDT

 

Jacques Bouvier (Bouvier) wrote:
And where will the iPad go when the airbag inflates? Right in the distracted drivers face.
May 22, 2010 9:58:04 AM EDT

 

Jacques Bouvier (Bouvier) wrote:
While this idea may be a hoax, driving while distracted is no joke.
May 22, 2010 9:56:18 AM EDT

 

Steve Carlin (jafo36) wrote:
This is definitely a hoax. Under "Technical Detail", they say "The iPad Steering Wheel mount
is covered by several patents including US Patent 5,162,150.". This patent is for duct tape.
May 21, 2010 7:30:03 PM EDT
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