Wired and Wireless Networking: The Missing Manual

Entire book: The examples need to be redone with a Windows XP and MacOS X exclusive focus. In addition the focus is on what the consumer is most likely to encounter.  This should not be too much work because things are simpler.   Rework the style throughout to be active voice and fit with the MM style.

Introduction:  The Benefits of Home Networking 

What can a home network do for your household?

More and more homes have more than one computer

Just as with businesses, you want to share resources

Share a broadband Internet connection

Always on, high-speed for every computer in the home

Share files 

Share laser printers, photo printers, CD drives, etc.

Plug your digital camera into your laptop upstairs…

And print to the photo printer in the basement

50% done.

Chapter 1: A Wired and Wireless Home Network Case Study

An overview of the basic components of a wired and wireless network.

   Cable/DSL connection

   Home Router

   Small wired network,

   Wireless network

Uses both XP and OS/X examples

To be written.  The old Chapter 1 was about W-98.
Chapter 2:  Building a Wired Network

Buying and installing network cards, hubs, switches, and cabling

   (formerly first half of CH6)

Buying, installing, and configuring a home network gateway

   (from former Chapter 5)

80% done – need to talk about buying rather than building cables.

Question: Do we want to cover using a computer to connection sharing? 

Both XP and OS-X do this – but with the price of gateways, it is much

better to use a gateway in terms of family sanity.

Chapter 3: Building a Wireless Network 

Understanding the issues in wireless networking

Choosing wireless equipment - Which standards (.11b, .11g, etc) to choose

Configuring the wireless network

Protecting your wireless network (advanced)

  - Using WEP techniques

  - Using a VPN (pretty involved)

Antenna selection

Neighborhood networking

40% done - primary effort is in refreshing content for XP and OS.X

  and adding the WEP/VPN security.

Question: Should we show XP/OS-X acting as software base station?  It is kind of subtle but very cool too.
Chapter 4: Using your home network 

This intended to be a simple overview – it will reference XP: Missing Manual

And OS-X: Missing Manual for the full coverage.

Sharing Files 

Sharing devices (e.g. printers) and doing backup

Sharing between OS-X and Win-XP
Using a VPN to connect securely to a workplace 

50% done - this is now MUCH easier :)

Chapter 6: Security, Privacy, and Safety

Understanding security issues

Far away intruders

Your neighbors

Security while traveling and using wireless

Controlling access for your children


Technology choices

  
Software Choices

70% done

Appendix A: Home Internet Connection choices 

Modem, Multi-modem, ISDN, ADSL, Cable Modem, Wireless, Satellite

80% done - we have access to wireless ISP now for a nice case study

Appendix B: Understanding Your Network and Diagnosing Problems
TCP/IP, DNS, Gateway, WINIPCFG, DHCP, WINIPCFG, TRACERT, PING 

Network address translation (From former chapter 5)

Network Ports (from former CH11)

80% done – A bit more is needed on the diagnosing…
Question: Should we make diagnosing a separate Appendix?  It will be

highly dependent on this appendix, but probably would be better separate.

Appendix C: Phone Line and Power Line Networking 

Phone line networking

Power line networking - needs updating things have gotten better and real
products are available

80% done.

Appendix D: Network Wiring 

Building cables and installing network wiring

90% done – editorial cleanup pass.

