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Football Plays’ Description

(I)

Ched file: video_touch_down.txt

Cave file: trans_video_touch_down.txt

Source: football video donated by Michigan Wolverines

Context: This play was developed using a video of an actually game. The formation and play are unfamiliar, as they are not in the playbook received. Both wide receivers start on the left side of the line with the middle receiver (M85-WR) on the line. He runs 20 yards, catches the ball and continues up the field to score a touchdown.

(II)

Name: I Strong Right Sweep Right

Ched file: i_strong_right_sweep_right.txt

Cave file: trans_i_strong_right_sweep_right.txt

Source: Phil Bromley (contact with Michigan Wolverines)

Context: This is a running play built with the help of Phil Bromley. He explained the setup of the formation and play during development. The formation is an “I strong right” formation (an “I” formation with the tight end (M84-TE) of the right side of the offensive line) and the play is a “sweep right” play. The play begins at the 50-yard line as the quarterback (M7-QB) hands the ball to the halfback (M32-HB) who sweeps on the right side of the offensive line. The strong safety (MS51-SS) is blocked by the full back (M35-FB), however the free safety (MS77-FS) is not covered and tackles the half back (M32-HB) around the 46 yard line, which leads to a 4 yard advance of the ball.

(III)

Name: Right Weak River Hank

Ched file: right_weak_river_hank.txt

Cave file: trans_right_weak_river_hank.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Play Philosophy: A possession pattern with a high/low read off the flat defender.

Context: This is a passing play we made using the playbook provided to us by the Wolverines. This play is the #1 Michigan play as it gives the quarterback (M7-QB) the opportunity of choosing who to pass to depending on the coverage of the defense. In this case, he takes a five-step drop and throws to the right wide receiver (M4-WR). The wide receiver (M4-WR) runs a 12-yard curl and catches the ball around the 40-yard line. The corner back (MS66-CB) tries to tackle him right at the catch but the wide receiver (M4-WR) skillfully dodges him and starts his run towards the end zone. Four seconds later he scores a touchdown. The halfback (M32-HB), full back (M35-FB), tight end (M84-TE) and left wide receiver (M1-WR) block for him, while he makes his way up field. The only defender who has a chance of getting him is the free safety (MS77-FS) but unfortunately for him he is not fast enough.

(IV)

Name: Divide Left Michigan Badger

Ched file: divide_left_michigan_badger.txt

Cave file: trans_divide_left_michigan_badger.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Play Philosophy: Excellent balanced high/low read pattern. Great vs. man coverage

Context: This is the #2 Michigan passing play as it gives the quarterback (M7-QB) four different men he can throw the ball to. He does a 5-step drop and decides which man to throw the ball to depending on the coverage by the defense. Here the quarterback (M7-QB) feels some pressure but is able to successfully throw the ball to the tight end (M84-TE) before the midline backer (MS81-B) tackles him. The tight end (M84-TE) runs an eight-yard corner route and continues up to field for a 50 yard run, scoring a touchdown. The halfback (M32-HB) blocks the strong safety (MS51-SS) and the midline backer (MS34-B) is not fast enough to catch the tight end (M84-TE) before he gets to the end zone. The full back (M35-FB) also protects the tight end by blocking the free safety (MS77-FS). 

(V)

Name: Dot Left Michigan 3

Ched file: dot_left_michigan_3.txt

Cave file: trans_dot_left_michigan_3.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Play Philosophy: Designed to attack the field horizontally and to attack the underneath coverage

Context: This is the #3 passing play of the Michigan Wolverines because it gives the quarterback the opportunity to throw to four different men depending on the defense coverage. The quarterback (M7-QB) in this situation throws the ball to the right wide receiver (M4-WR), who runs an out cut at 10 yards, catches the ball and continues running up the sideline. The corner back (MS58-CB) tries to tackle him around the 15-yard line but is unsuccessful, as the right wide receiver (M4-WR) is able to dodge him. The strong safety (MS51-SS) almost gets him but doesn't reach him until after he's crossed the end zone line. The halfback (M32-HB) blocks the free safety (MS77-FS) from reaching the wide receiver. The tight end (M84-TE) and full back (M35-FB) block the midline backers (MS34-B, MS81-B) at the start of the play and they are unable to even attempt to get to the right wide receiver (M4-WR).

(VI)

Name: Denver Michigan Chase

Ched file: denver_michigan_chase.txt

Cave file: trans_denver_michigan_chase.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Play Philosophy: A two-minute play that gets the ball outside. It is a companion play to badger.

Context: This is the #4 passing play of the Michigan Wolverines because it gives the quarterback the opportunity to throw the ball to four different men depending on the defense coverage. He could throw the ball to either of the wide receivers, the tight end, or halfback. With the coverage in this play the quarterback (M7-QB) takes a 5 step drop and hitch and decides to throw the ball to the tight end (M84-TE) right before he is tackled by one of the midline backers (MS34-B). The tight end (M84-TE) runs an arrow route at 5 yards catches the ball and makes a 40-yard run up the field before he is tackled by the strong safety (MS51-SS) at the 4-yard line. The left wide receiver (M1-WR) blocks the left cornerback (MS66-CB), while the half back (M32-HB) blocks the free safety (MS77-FS) and the full back (M35-FB) blocks one of the midline backers (MS81-B).

(VII)

Name: Power 46 & Power 47

Ched file: r_power_46.txt & r_power_47.txt

Cave file: trans_r_power_46.txt & trans_r_power_47.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Context: These two running plays were developed using the Michigan playbook. Together they are a two play series showing the variations within a play. The outcome of r_power_46 is not successful as only 6 yards are gained, while r_power_47 is a successful play with the gain of 10 yards. In r_power_46 the quarterback (M7-QB) hands the ball to the halfback (M32-HB) who runs through the gap between the right tackle (M67-RT) and the tight end (M84-TE). The full back (M35-FB) blocks the linebacker (MS61-OLB) and makes the way for him. The halfback (M32-HB) doesn't get very far as the strong safety (MS51-SS) and free safety (MS77-FS) tackle him for a gain of only 6 yards. The right wide receiver (M4-WR) blocks the corner back (MS66-CB) from tackling the halfback (M32-HB) even earlier. In r_power_47 the halfback (M32-HB) runs to the left side of the line and the defense is caught by surprise because the initial formation points to a strength on the right side as the tight end (M84-TE) is on the right end of the offensive line. Due to this surprise factor the halfback (M32-HB) is able to gain 10 yards before the strong safety (MS51-SS) and free safety (MS77-FS) tackle him.

(VIII)

Name: Counter 16gte/17gte

Ched file: r_counter_16gte_17gte.txt

Cave file: trans_r_counter_16gte_17gte.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Context: This running play was developed using the Michigan playbook. The halfback (M32-HB) gets the hand off from the quarterback (M7-QB) and runs through the gap between the tight end (M84-TE) and the right tackle (M67-RT). The full back (M35-FB) starts out at the left end of the offensive line but runs around the back of the line and makes a path for the half back (M32-HB). He blocks the midline backer (MS81-B) on the right side, while the tight end (M84-TE) keeps the right end (MS71-E) out of the way. The left guard (M78-LG) also blocks for the halfback (M32-HB). He keeps the right linebacker (MS56-OLB) occupied while the halfback (M32-HB) runs by them. The free safety (MS77-FS) finally gets to the halfback (M32-HB) but it's too late as the halfback (M32-HB) has advanced the ball 10 yards.

(IX)

Name: Seiso 25

Ched file: r_seiso_25.txt

Cave file: trans_r_seiso_25.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Context: This running play starts out in the I strong right formation. The quarterback (M7-QB) hands the ball to the halfback (M32-HB) who runs through the gap between the center (M76-C) and left guard (M78-LG), and advances the ball for 10 yards. The full back (M35-FB) and the right guard (M65-RG) clear his path by blocking the midline backers (MS34-B, MS81-B). Unfortunately he can't doesn’t carry the ball very far because the free safety (MS77-FS) and strong safety (MS51-SS) tackle him at the 40 yard line.

(X)

Name: Iso Opposite 240pp

Ched file: r_iso_opposite_240pp.txt

Cave file: trans_r_iso_opposite_240pp.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Context: This running play starts out in the I strong right formation. The quarterback (M7-QB) hands the ball to the halfback (M32-HB) who runs through the gap between the right guard (M65-RG) and the right tackle (M67-RT) and runs for 9 yards before he is tackled by the free safety (MS77-FS) and the strong safety (MS51-SS). The full back (M35-FB) and center (M76-C) block the midline backers (MS34-B, MS81-B) and allow the halfback (M32-HB) to gain the 10 yards.

(XI)

Name: Zone 14

Ched file: r_zone_14.txt

Cave file: trans_r_zone_14.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Context: This running play starts in the I strong right formation. The quarterback (M7-QB) hands the ball to the half back (M32-HB) who runs through the gap between the center (M76-C) and the right tackle (M65-RT), makes it up the field 10 yards but is tackled by the strong safety (MS51-SS) and free safety (MS77-FS). The left guard (M78-LG) and right guard (M65-RG) go through the line and block the midline backers (MS34-B, MS81-B) from getting to the halfback (M32-HB). The full back (M35-FB) blocks the left outside linebacker (MS56-OLB) from tackling the quarterback (M7-QB).

(XII)

Name: Zone 14tight

Ched file: r_zone_14tight.txt

Cave file: trans_r_zone_14tight.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Context: This running play starts in a two tight ends formation. The quarterback (M7-QB) hands the ball to the half back (M32-HB), who runs through the gap between the center (M76-C) and the left guard (M78-LG). He advances 11 yards but is stopped when the free safety (MS77-FS) and the strong safety (MS51-SS) tackle him at the 39-yard line. The right guard (M65-RG) and the left guard (M78-LG) start out on the line but advance through it and block the midline backers (MS34-B, MS81-B) from tackling the halfback (M32-HB). The two tight ends (M84-TE, M35-TE) block the outside linebackers (MS56-OLB, MS61-OLB).

(XIII)

Name: Counter 16/17

Ched file: r_counter_16_17.txt

Cave file: trans_r_counter_16_17.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Context: This running play starts out in a I strong right formation. The halfback (M32-HB) gets the hand off from the quarterback (M7-QB) and runs through the gap between the tight end (M84-TE) and the right tackle (M67-RT). The left guard (M78-LG) and left tackle (M66-LT) start out at the left end of the offensive line but run around the back of the line and make a path for the half back (M32-HB). The left tackle (M66-LT) blocks the midline backer (MS77-B) on the right side, while the left guard (M78-LG) protects the halfback (M32-HB) from the outside line backer (MS56-OLB) and the tight end (M84-TE) keeps the right end (MS71-E) out of the way. The free safety (MS77-FS) finally get to the halfback (M32-HB) but it's too late as the half back 

(M32-HB) has advanced the ball 10 yards.

(XIV)

Name: Counterdraw 16boss/17boss

Ched file: r_counterdraw_16boss_17boss.txt

Cave file: trans_r_counterdraw_16boss_17boss.txt

Source: Michigan playbook

Context: This running play starts out in a offset I strong right formation. The quarterback (M7-QB) hands the ball to the half back (M32-HB) who runs through the gap between the right tackle (M67-RT) and the tight end (M84-TE). The left guard (M78-LG) runs around the back of the offensive line and blocks the midline backer (MS81-B) from getting to the halfback (M32-HB). The full back (M35-FB) runs to the right side of the line and blocks the free safety (MS77-FS) from tackling the halfback (M32-HB). However the strong safety (MS51-SS) is able to tackle the halfback (M32-HB) at the 40-yard line for a 10-yard advance of the ball.
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