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PROGRESS MADE ON GLOBAL FUND PROGRAMMING

Ann Arbor, MI, January 8, 2003—The Global Fund held a Programming Roundtable today attended by representatives of various multinational corporations, non-governmental organizations, and thirteen national governments.  A number of ideas and proposals were submitted and voted upon; those that were passed dealt with transparency, disclosure, performance measures, and program objectives.

Passing by a vote of 13-0, Canada proposed an amendment calling for mandatory disclosure of Fund expenditures.  In an effort to ensure that the Fund dutifully executes its fiduciary responsibility, it is now required to report administrative and external allocations of monies.

Botswana’s proposal for mandatory public explanations by the Global Fund for rejected funding proposals passed by a vote of 8-5.  This effort will ensure greater access to Global Fund decisions and the rationale behind them.  Due to the close nature of the vote, clarification of exact wording may be necessary in tomorrow’s meetings.

China’s amendment to Annex I, Section IV of the Fund’s Guidelines for Proposals will take economic, cultural, and infrastructural factors into account when evaluating the success of proposals.  Passing by a vote of 9-4, this will allow the Global Fund to consider the unique issues and circumstances found in each country.

The final amendment passed today was put forward by FarManguinhos, a non-Western pharmaceutical company.  In a close 7-6 vote, this proposal mandates that programs promoting “sustained long-term health infrastructure are preferred.”

In preparation for tomorrow’s General Assembly, it is imperative that each of the countries and organizations agree on a consistent message across the various roundtables.  Outside observers have noted that some of today’s passed proposals may not result in a meaningful improvement of the Fund.  Tomorrow holds the potential for progress, as the roundtable plans to discuss initiatives addressing individual program monitoring, future funding priorities such as prevention and treatment.
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