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The Problem

Representatives of the Republic of Turkey recognize the urgency of the HIV/AIDS crisis as both a problem facing the people of Turkey and the world as a whole.  Within the scope of its borders, Turkey fares relatively well in regards to incidence rates of HIV/AIDS.  Even the highest estimates suggest that those living with HIV/AIDS represent less than 0.001 percent of the nation’s total population (or less than 0.01 of the nation’s adult population), while the figure is 0.5 percent for Eastern Europe and Central Asia as a whole.  It is the incidence rate amongst Eastern Europe and Central Asia with which Turkey is most concerned.  
Of all the world’s regions, the HIV/AIDS epidemic is growing fastest in our home region.  Coupled with Turkey’s geographical setting and a border along eight countries, concerns about an influx of infected persons and a new domestic crisis are high.  Turkey serves as both a common thoroughfare and a destination country, especially from nations facing higher incidence rate.  Active black markets and sex trafficking are large concerns for this crisis, especially given the slow economic recovery taking place in Turkey.  

Objectives and Interests

In light of the potential regional problems facing Turkey, the republic will focus its attention on measures to sustain public health and deter an HIV/AIDS outbreak.  The following areas are prioritized:

· Surveillance

· Education/Training

· Diagnosis

The three areas are related and together form a strategy to address prevention.  Preventing spread of the disease is crucial given the countries currently low rate of incidence alongside the escalating rates amongst Eastern Europe and Central Asia.  Treatment efforts, both through counseling and drugs, will take cues from global efforts. 

Each of the priority areas are addressed in Turkey’s recently created National Plan of Action.  The Republic’s objectives are therefore to see that details and activities of the plan are carried out as proposed.  For full implementation, portions of the National Plan of Action require the support of international organizations.   Specifically, support is required for:

· the carrying out of epidemiological research and monitoring

· increasing the means available to treatment centers

· training of trainers

· development and reproduction of educational materials

The Republic of Turkey would significantly benefit from additional international resources including those distributed via the Global Fund and aid from developed nations.  
Competing Positions and Options

Official national estimates suggest that about 1000 HIV/AIDS-infected persons currently live in Turkey.  Estimates developed by external researchers, largely influenced by regional trends, suggest that the number may be as high as 14,000 persons.  Given the possibility that the actual number may be higher still, attention skewed largely to prevention may be misguided.   In the event renewed data collection efforts result in higher than expected incidence rates, the Republic of Turkey will duly consider devoting additional resources to treatment.  Developments on the global front, especially in regards to affordable access to pharmaceuticals, will play a large role in the Turkey’s ability to address such a situation.  
Cost/Benefit Assessment

The costs to inaction are high.  Given that HIV/AIDS spreads in exponential form, inaction could turn a manageable domestic problem into a crisis situation.  The experiences of sub-Saharan Africa and several countries of the former Soviet Union provide stunning evidence of the rate at which the disease can spread in the absence of effective policy.  Increased mobility of persons across the globe, as well as hard economic times that motivate migration add to the urgency of comprehensive prevention measures.  Still, some proposed activities are constrained by the availability of resources and may not occur at their optimal levels in the absence of support from international funding sources.

