Country / organization preliminary position statement

Names:   Matt Sherman, Justin Horvath, Yoshimi Futamata, Susan Ziff

Country / Organization:   Thailand GPO

1. What objective(s) do you hope to achieve through the Global Forum.  Please rank them in terms of priority?

1. Increase production of (inexpensive) generic pharmaceuticals for HIV/AIDS sufferers in Thailand and worldwide
2. Increase potential for production by increasing R&D for HIV/AIDS drugs in Thailand
3. Broaden and clarify definitions of TRIPS, as stated at the Doha convention in 2001, in order to ensure that more countries will take advantage of tools such as compulsory licensing to provide affordable HIV/AIDS drugs
4. Free exportation of pharmaceutical production techology to developing nations 

2. What interests (e.g., political, economic, national security, reputational, humanitarian) exist in your country/organization that underlie the objectives you identified above?

· Humanitarian (public health)
· Represent the interests of Thai government

· Establish a reputation as a leader among cheap/generic HIV/AIDS drug production and distribution

· Not profits

3. What are the main strengths and weaknesses of competing objectives/positions

·  
The idea of domestic provision will be easier to promote rather than worldwide distribution
·  
Powerful opposition to Objectives 3 & 4
·  
Increasing R & D is more sustainable than importing generics over the long run
·  
Legal wrangling in international trade is extremely complex
4. What policies would you recommend to achieve your objectives?

· Use funds for R & D in Thailand and to improve/initiate production in other developing countries

· Use Global Fund to present legal challenges to patent protection and promote compulsory licensing.  Make it more difficult for companies to get patents for widely-needed HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria drugs
· Use Fund to lobby for prevention of economic sanctions for compulsory licensing of HIV/AIDS drugs
· Use Fund to lobby for improved laws regarding parallel importation and international trade
· Use Fund to subsidize purchase of pharmaceuticals in developing countries
5. Please assess, as concretely as you can, the likely costs and benefits of your proposed policies.

Benefits: 
· Access and affordability of drugs to a large number of AIDS sufferers within Thailand and other countries, by allowing nations to establish production and improve their economies

· Promotion of the Thai pharmaceutical industry (sales to many other nations)

· Decreased economic costs of AIDS – employers can retain workers, and it will also spur more jobs/the national economy.

Costs:
· Loss of patent laws a disincentive to other (private) pharmaceuticals

· The money it will take to achieve these objectives

· Increased trade disputes between developing nations

· Broader interpretation of regulations could lead to problems – “slippery slope”
