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1. What objective(s) do you hope to achieve through the Global Forum. Please rank them in terms of priority?

- Hold rich countries accountable to their financial commitments to the Global Fund, particularly the U.S. 
- Obtain greater funding for community-based treatment and services. This applies to both those infected with the disease and those affected, such as orphans.
- Push for structural reforms that address the inequality of women within many South African societies. This includes providing women with equal access to health care, education, credit, employment, inheritance, and marital law.
- Undertake a campaign to promote sexual responsibility through abstinence outside of marriage. At the same time, married couples must remain faithful to each other and should take action to ensure that the other partner is not infected and make their decisions as loving equal partners. We believe that within marriage, both man and woman must have an equal voice in the actions and decisions within their relationship.


2. What interests (e.g., political, economic, national security, reputational, humanitarian) exist in your country/organization that underlie the objectives you identified above?

- Further the Church’s work in assisting the underprivileged and work for the well-being and self-development of all people.
- Maintain the Church’s mission of upholding and spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
- Uphold the reputation of the Catholic Church in its commitment to sexual fidelity.

3. What are the main strengths and weaknesses of competing objectives/positions
- A primary position is to increase the availability and usage of condoms. This does not solve the problem. In fact, campaigns in South Africa to increase condom usage have largely failed and ignored the problem of sexual promiscuity and abuse of children. 
- The focus on AIDS research is well intended, however medical solutions have failed to arise while people increasingly get infected and succumb to the disease. While research should continue, investment should be concentrated on saving lives and stopping the destruction of South Africa’s societies. 


4. What policies would you recommend to achieve your objectives?

- The Conference calls on the rich nations of the world to keep their financial commitments to the Global Fund. The United States, in particular, as a world leader and world’s richest country, should set an example to the world and contribute at least $500 million annually. 

- A major initiative must be undertaken to help women-headed households and orphans of AIDS victims. This strategy should include : 
i. An increase in the monitoring of government programs for children where AIDS infected children may be discriminated against;
ii. Greater government spending on women-headed family and child-headed families. 
iii. Greater funding for orphan care within a family setting rather than institutional settings. 

- The funds currently being spent on the promotion of condom usage should be redirected to campaigns that promote equality of women, sexual fidelity and against sexual abuse of children and young adults. 



5. Please assess, as concretely as you can, the likely costs and benefits of your proposed policies.


-- Resources being spent on promoting condom usage and greater spending on vaccinations are largely being wasted. At this time, vaccinations offer little hope and benefits, but cost a lot. This spending should be redirected to victim assistance and prevention programs. Meanwhile, promoting condom usage has proven to be largely ineffective, resulted in few benefits and wasted valuable money. Instead campaigns should focus on a message of sexual abstinence, anti-sexual abuse of children and respect for women.
