Country / organization preliminary position statement

Names:  Jeff Page, Julie Granof, Sebastian Anapolsky, Janet Padilla, Stefan Huh

Country / Organization:  Brazil

1. What objective(s) do you hope to achieve through the Global Forum.  Please rank them in terms of priority?

1) A flexible interpretation of the TRIPS Agreement in order to guarantee that “nothing in the TRIPS Agreement shall prevent members from taking measures to protect public health:  reduce costs of treatment and promote Brazil’s drug distribution program which guarantees access to treatment regardless of cost  
2) Prevention:  Promote education policies that advocate for behavior changes.
3) Formulate a financing scheme to combat the Global AIDS crisis
4) Share best practices with other countries

2. What interests (e.g., political, economic, national security, reputational, humanitarian) exist in your country/organization that underlie the objectives you identified above?

1) Citizens’ health is directly correlated to economic stability
2) Reputation – to maintain leadership position in South America

3) Humanitarian – to provide for welfare our citizens

4) Political – best interest of government to close gap between wealthy and poor and eliminate disparities with AIDS education and treatment.  As witnessed by other Southern American countries, state provision of basic health care services is vital to maintain political stability.
3. What are the main strengths and weaknesses of competing objectives/positions

1) Competing Objective:  Some Countries argue that it is better to focus more on prevention rather than treatment.
Weakness:  violation of human rights if those are sick are not treated and increases poverty.  By promoting treatment, also promote prevention.

Strength:  limited resources and it is more efficient to focus on treatment programs.  Some countries do not have a high number of reported AIDS cases.  It is better for them to focus on prevention efforts

2) Competing Objective:  Pharmaceutical Companies argue against violation of drug patent laws
Weakness:  They are some of the most profitable companies and they can afford to forgo these profits.
Strength:  When you disregard patent laws you impeded research and innovation.

3) Competing Objective – Objection to Global tax scheme

Weakness:  Tax is a key source of revenue

Strength:  Any global is a violation national sovereignty
4. What policies would you recommend to achieve your objectives?

1) TRIPS – Amend TRIPS to maintain flexibility with epidemic emergencies.
2) Sharing of Best Practices – Share technology in manufacturing treatment drugs

3) Finance – currency tax, carbon tax, international trade transaction tax, aviation fuel tax, international travel tax, individual nation contribution.
4) Prevention – promote and advocate for safe sex and safe drug use education programs.

5) Differential Pricing of drugs for developing countries
5. Please assess, as concretely as you can, the likely costs and benefits of your proposed policies.

1)  Finance 

Benefits – provides a source of revenue to finance health treatment and promotion campaigns


Costs – adversely affects behavior, stifles growth, reduces investment, and could disproportionately affect developing countries who need to attract foreign investment.
2) Treatment Program
Benefits – ensures health working population, contains disease, and reduces stigmatization, encourages infected individuals to step forward and seek treatment.

Costs – financial, conflicts with interests of pharmaceutical countries

3) Prevention Program

Benefits – reduces incidents of new cases and treatment costs.

Costs – financial, religious
