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PART THE Fieat

L 4

ANGER -2 TWILGHT!

U AND ST (: TOAME Sih

5LIM FIGURE :
SUPPED BETWEEN -
THE FLAVING HUTS
OF THE SHEMARIAN
_FARMING VILLAGE, ,,

£

£ R st
'HE SOUSHT LIFE IN THIS PLACE
OF DEATH,.. LIFE AND ANSWERS
TO RELAY TOTHE MEN OF HIS
VILLAGE! SPRAWLED BY A ROCK
WhS A LRRGE DARK FORM -— A
KNIEHT OF RAVENSCRAG, KT
DEATH'S POOR, STRUGGLED
UPWARD N THE WANING LIGHT: .,

“How THEN, SIR KNIGHT" QUERIED
THE YOUTH, "60ES OUR RIGHTEOUS
CAUSEZ"  “WON,* CAME THE REPLY,
“BLACKMOOR'S TROOPS HAVE BEEN
ROUTED-OUR CAUSE 1S WON, BOY,."
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AND WHAT OF QUR >
PRINCE, SIR KNISHT? /78
WHAT OF HE THEY cac (i
THE MASQUE?" “EVEN 3

NOW HE PURSUES AN

ASSASSIN. BOUND FOR
RAVENSCRAG CASTLE”

COME THE REPLY FROM
BLOOD-SPATTERED LIPS,
“AN ASSASSIN WHO
SEEKS THE DEATH
OF HIS FATHER, .
THE KING..,,"

THE
SHIFTING N
BLACK FORM e
DARTED AWAY FROM S
THE PURSUING HORSE
AND RIDER , BLACK HOOVES =

CLAWED LOOSENED STONES FROM )
PLACE ! THE MASQUE SWORE TO HIM-
SELF HE WOULD CHASE THE BLACK FORM...

+  FEW. COULD
BEST THE MASKED
PRINCE IN HORSE-
MANSHIP, BUT,..
SEEMINGLY WITHOUT
EFFORT...THE DARK
FIGURE WAS DOING JUST
THAT! DRIVING HIS MOUNT
* THROUGH A SHALLOW
STREMMW, THE MASQUE'S
QUARRY MADE FOR THE
CONCEALMENT OF THE
SURROUNDING WOODS

«TOTHE VERY GATES OF
HELL, IF NECESSARY.W.]




"HE SEEKS THE ROAD TO RAVENSCRAG,"
THOUGHT THE MASQUE TO HIMSELF!
HAVING PLAYED INTHESE VERY WOODS
AS D CHILD, THEMASQUE DECIDES HE
WILL ADD HI5 KNOWLEDGE OF THE
TERRAINTO HIS HORSEMANSHIP IN
THE HOPES OF TIPPING THE SCALES
B - OF THE CHASE IN HIS FAVOUR,,.

DECIDING UPON A SUITABLE LOCATION
FOR BATTLE, HE TURNS OFF THE TRAIL,
URGING HIS MOUNT WITH SOFT COM-
MDONDS THROUGH TWISTING AND
NARROW PATHWAYS, THE SETTING
SUN WINKING AT HiM THROUGH THE
SURROUNDING BRANCHES AND LEAVES

/ ARRIVING AT HIS DESTINATION, 7HEMASQUE WS ASTOUNDED TO FIND HIS

;, OPPONENT ALRENDY MAKING HASTE TOWARD THE FOOT- BRIDEE, THOUGH %
THE DISTANCE HE HAD COVERED WAS EASILY TWICE THAT OF THE MASQUE! ¢
v AN ASSASSIN RANKED. SOMEWHAT LOWER THAN A SNAKE IN THE
ESTIMATION OF THE PRINCE OF RAVENSCRAEG AND 50 HE PREPARED
MAKE SHORT WORK OF THE MVYSTERIOUS FIBURE,.,
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NCCORDINGLY, THE MASQUE MOVES EASILY ONTO THE
ROTTING WOODEN RLANKS, BELLOWING A CHALLENGE
AT THE ADVANCING RIDER, " IF YOU BEAR ANY WEAPONS
SAVE ROISON AND DECE(T, ASSASSIN, UNSHENTH THEM
AND PREPRARE TO DEFEND YOURSELF,,,

AS IF BY MAGIC, A TALL, CURVED “I 60 NOW FOR MY APPOINTEL MEETING
SCYTHE APPEARS IN THE FIGURE'S WITH YOUR FATHER WHO IMLL, UNFORTUNATELY
SRASP. “THE TIME HAS NOT YET COME  *| SO FALL, QUITE SUDPENLY AND FATALLY,
TFOR U5 TO MEET, MY PRINCE , BUT OVE /LA CHANCE BREEZE BRIEFLY EXPOBES THE
OAY 1 WItL BE HONOQURED TO MEET FACE BENEATH THE HOOD, ODDLY \WHITE ANP
: : CAPAVEROLS., .
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1S QUARRY PASSES HIM, THE MASQUE
KS VAGLELY OF SOME CHALLENGE, BUT
DES AGAINST._IT! HE HAS SWORN TO
SUE HIM TO THE GATES OF HELL ...\ AND ' IR
RE HE SETS HIB LIMIT, HE THINKS =
TEAD OF THE NANY TASKS WHICH
E D NEW KING...
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MEXT: RETURN OF THE STRANGER



