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HERO CONCEPT no 5
title: THE BLUE DYNAMO

setting: Earth, Hyattville, 1977

BACKGROUND

Richard Hayden is a twenty-two year o0ld freelance writer.
His specialty is the occult and "mystery" publications
currently enjoying a renaisence. He is returning home
late one night when a man stumbles towards him, clutching
a bundle, and collapses &t his feet. Gives Richard

the bundle and, with his dying brezth (he has been fatally
shot in the chest), explains the contents.

philanthropist

The ma&n is a scientist, who has invented & pair of wrist
bracelets which are capable of drawing energy from &ny
powersource &and converting it into usable raw power.

His intention had been to create a wide range of we&pons
of this sort and sell them to foreign powers (the highest
bidder) for use in limited wars.

betrayal

Too late, he realized that he would not be paid for his
inventions. Realized, in fact, that at that very moent,
numerous agents of several nations were attempteédg to kill
him and steal his plans and working proto-types.

Even as he burned his notes and began to flee, he was shot.

end of the line

Having failed to hide his prototypes, he must now entrust
them to Richard Hayden. He mkkes Richard swesar that he

will use the weapons only for good. 4nd then dies. Hearing

footsteps, Richard hurries off, clutching the bundle.



THE ?LUE DYNAMO

The bundle contains the bracelets and & costume (wired
with miniature circuitry to store energy and to tap
energy sources). The bracelets are, essentially, like
conductors. &~lthough the energy is emitted from them,
the truly sophisticated machinery is wired in the costume.
The energy is emitted from the bracelets by snapping
the wrists downward. Dials on the bracelets control

the zmount of energy released (from nil to full nova
puret). The amount of energy that can be released 1is
1imited to that storgéd in the costume a@and it 1is necessary
to allow a recharging period ranging from a few micro-
ceconds (tapping a power station or nucle&ar power source )
to minutes (tapping anmzjmx ordinary household current)
to an hour (solar energy, household batteries etc.).
POWER

The power this gives The Blue Dynamo (Richard) is to pro-
ject heat and light, to offset his own weight (neutralize
the effect of gravity on himself) to absorb all forms of
energy.

THE BLUE DYNAMO IN ACTION

The result is to make the DYNANMO & kind of limited version
of the Human Torch. The heat energy he would project in
the course of a battle would generally not be of a level
capable of burning comething. Rather, he projects his
energy in concentrated bursts (like water from a high-
pressure nozzle). The energy 1is capable of shattering
concrete, or stopping &a car at thirty to forty miles per
hour.

By adjusting the dial for full costume disperséal of en-
ergy, nhe neutralizes his own weight. This does NOT mean
he can fly. He is capable of leaping large distances
(hundreds of yards at & time) and, for example, swinging
on & rope by one hand with ezse (the bottom of the rope

is weighted like & pendulum, so his weight is not required
to move with the rope) and climbing up the side of a build-
ing by short jumps from windowsill to windowsill. He is
also capable of falling from a great height without harm,
due to his decressed wgight.

ic mentioned sbove, he is capable of projecting energy

in the form of tremendous heat (nova burst), but the effect
of this is a complete loss of stored energy and & full
recharge is required cfter & nova burst projection.

LIMITATIONS

The costume does not incre&ase his strength per se. The
result of this is that he cannot 1ift comething heavy out
of his way. In most cases, he can smash it to rubble,

or smash a way through it. But his asctual "1ifting" power
is that of a normal adult male.




THE CHARACTERS

Richard Hayden

Richard Hayden, to put it as simply as possible, has been
waiting all his 1life for something like this. 4lthough

he pretneds to a world-weary cinicism, at heart, he still
believes in magic and super-heroes, It is for this reason
that he accepts his being cast in the role of the BLUE
DYNAMO, virtually without question. 4As Richard Hayden,

he is a relatively uninteresting character, subject to
moodiness and with a personality as interesting as warmed-
over oatmeal, The Blue Dynamo, however, represents =
nearly complete freeing up of his inner self. The Blue
Dynamo is brash, self-confident and devil-may-care.

Marg Becker

Hayden's girl-friend. ©Unlike Richard, her bland, world-
weary exterior hides & bland, world-weery interior. She
is puzzled by the change in Richard, and is uneble to un-
derstand hie interest in fighting for good and"justice™
(she having long ago decided that such words have no applic-
ation to the "real" world of manipulation and deceit).
She tends to serve the role as The Dynamo's conscience.
Where he seeks only to use the power he has been given,
she doubts not only his right to have it, but its source
(Wes the scientist telling the truth) and its ability to
corrupt Hayden (Is he using the power against the woong
people? What right does he have to use it at 211?). She
tends, in short, to doubt Richard Hayden is really motiv-
ated by altruism and suspects that he might be directed
bylarger powers he won't tell her about.

Maurice Dalten

The Blue Dynamo's only confidant (besides Marg) and the
very liberal managing editor of the Hyattville Recerd.
With a reputation as the defender of every underdog in
need of a friend, he staunchly defends The Dynamo against
all media and public opinion charges. Though they cannot
really be called friends, Dalton is the person the Dynamo
turns to when he needs to be told that he is doing good
dee?s (serving as the antithesis of Marg Becker's negativ-
ism).

Janet Stearns

lMarg Becker's roommate. Utterly enamoured of The Rlue
Dynamo, Janet keeps a scrapbook of every news story and
magazine article about him. She has constructed an el-
aborate fantasy existence in which she communicates with
The Dynamo via ESP, Her every mention of The Dynamo is
galling to Marg who considers Janet's fantasy world another
reason that Richard's alter-ego and media image are un-
healthy and destructive,



The story

In an ® issue-to-issue sense, The Blue Dynamo is a very typical
super-hero concept. What will emerge as time goes by, however,
is & much larger picture.

The ectual situation whereby Richard aguires his powers is
larger than it seems. At the same time that he aquires the
costume and bracelets, super-menaces begin to appear in the
world -- super-villains who seek world-domination and the
&quisition of loot much larger than the averege robbery or
extortion could provide. Aais Marg notes, with Richard having

to zip off to defeat a new powerful super-villain practically
every other day, "Things like that just don't happen in the

real world.," Although the point is lost on = populace Yeing
terrified by space monsters and city-destroying robots, it is
nonetheless tmue -- things like that don't happen in the rezal
world.

An alien, his spacecraft in need of refueling, has taken up
residence (behind invisibility screens) in the Earth's ztmos-
phere for a few hundred years (a few moments in their life-
time) and is proceding to refuel in a way that is very common
to his civilisation. It is accomplished by providing two or
more sentient beings on the subject planet with extraordinary
powers (a minor expenditure in energy) and pitting them against
each other, to draw off the energy released by their conflict
(a ma?or input of energy, depending on how long the conflict
lasts).

However, due to a malfunction in his equipment, the alien

has allowed too much power for The Blue Dynamo, with the re-
sult that he must keep sending more and more powerful oppon-
ents against him to keep the energy input going -~ the

Dynamo keens defeating his foes faster than the alien expect-
ed, resulting in a low energy gain.

This is more or less a long-term idea that will be worked out
in future instalments of THE BLUE DYNAMO, and is included here
more as an overview of what I am headed for with these stories,
than as an actual plot-outline for the near future,




outline to:
Jack Schuster

: : PR . St. Charles Place
episode one: "The Dawning of the Dynamo!" Rockville, Md. 20853

1. THE BLUZ DYNaAMO

24 pages

page one
widim

Splash page of the Dynamo swinging through the city on his
weighted rope/cable. It his first major outing as & super-
hero and he is awed by the ease with which the neutralization
of gravity allows him to move.

page two

Encounters two crooks &ttempting to break into an apartment.
Fight ensues which makes use of most of his gimmicks and
abilities &g he bests them easily (although their are a couple
of minor slip-ups owing to inexperience

vage three

Sound of approiching police sirens "Wait'll I tell Marg how
eagily I handled these two!" DPolice tell him to halt, and

he 19apS away up the face of & building as & newsphotographer
gets a picture of him escaping. He reaches his girl-friend's
apartmetn ancd swings in the window. Sheis watching the news.

vage four

He doesn't have to tell her wh&t happened, as it is splashed
all over the eleven o'clock news, along with the photo which

shows only his rear end. "Well, 1t isn't my most flattering
angle,,," "Don't be so thick, Rich --- they're treating you
like & joke -- like an early dalWOWG en prank,.." Little

mention is made of th@ crooks, making it sound like The Dynemo
Just happened to be &t the locatlon and caught making & fool
of himself. "if you quit now, maybe thlq whole thing might
be forgotten..."
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page five &—ssim

flaghback to origin of Blue Dynamo.

T smic ~ 1NQ =

| W T ({g% Awpy
Richard departs for his own apartment to finiesh writing an
article on the supernaturalf)(Neanwhile, across town, an
electronics expert perfects a piece of headgeaﬁiﬁapable of
projecting & deadly neuro-toxin contained in small derts

accurately to a distance of one hundred yerds J%as well as
a costume made ofxioven reinforced steel, capable of de-

pEge seven

flecting bullets.X"Too long has mankind tolerated the week,
the inferior and the geneticzlly impure" ‘'is Dr. George
Uriah, I was incebable of changing that situation...but now,
change it' I will...) |

page eight (Chapter two)

"...a8 the invincible and uncanny COBRA" Illustration of
The Cobra super-villain in full costume takes up 2/3 of the
page. Kemainder of the page is Richard trying to dredge up
some inspiration to write his article. .

Dage nine

Pitches pages of the manuscript against the wall in disgust
athis inability to concentrate. Gets into his Dynamo costume
énd launches himself up the outside of his aprtment building.
"Naybe & little fresh air will clear away the cobwebs,"

"Who am I kidding? As compared to Jumping around town like

a comic book hero, writing articles comes in = very distant
second..." ‘

page ten

/. . o P .
/Gets thirsty swinging around the downtown are@ and(be01des

N~

to stop in at a greasy spoon for a Pepsi.) Ciots of interesting
by-play with the owner and customers making "Superm=n" jokes)
and &sking him if he plans to save the world from a Martian
invasion. Finally tiring of the jokes, The Dynamo removes

the owner's hat and, placing it on the counter, procedes to
demolish it with small bursts from his wrist bands.

page eleven

Dynamo walks out of the restaurant with everyone behind him
open-mouthed and awestruck. "Hey! uh -- thirty-five cents for
the Pepsi!" Dynamo ®places two coins in front of his wrict
bands and projects them six inches into the wall behind the
proprietor. Muses to himself as he climbs the outside of a
building. . "lMarg would szay I'm being immature as heck, but
this is better than a barrel of Captain Marvel comic books,"

page twelve
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page twelve

"I guess I got spoileqd by that robbery attempt earlier -- the
way this town is, I'11 be lucky if I find a crime to prevent

once a week, let alone every night..." But he spezks too
soon as he hears a commotion on the next street. "Yahoo!

Maybe there're a couple of tough guys to practice my shooting
on" He reaches the edge of the building, and leaps downward
under reduced gravity. "What in the.. . "

page thirteen chapter three

Full page of The Cobra under attack, emashing away his attackers
anc killing them with his darts, enjoying himself immensely,
"Get away! That guy's crazy..." Blue Dynemo stands off to

one side, ready to attack. "People in glass houses shouldn't
throw stones," he thinks to himself, "But that guy looks like

a refugee from a costume party." :

7

p T S e

pvages fourteen to twenty-one

REaE T SRS
eight page fight scene, marked by bad jokes and puns from
Blue Dynamo (a 1s Spiderman), a total lack of humour on the
part of the Cobra, and much destruction of public property
in the course of the battle, The battle ends at the water-
front as the Blue Dynamo menages to drag the Cobra with him
into the sea, Once there, the Cobra (trapped in his steel
reinforcedcostume)sinks like & stone, while the Dynamo,
with the benefit of neutraligzaeq gravity bobs to the surface
like styrafoam.

page twenty-two

Dynemo reaches home where he attends to a variety of wounds
and bruises -~- none dangerous but very painful. Turns on
the television as he does so. ",..by the seemingly motive-
less assault on the downtown core by two strangely costumed
vandals with highly sophisticated weaponry., Leaving in
their trail carnage and destruction totalling an estimated
quarter of a million dollars," Dynamo is angered by the
film footage which appears to show him randomly destroying
buildings and property, instead of &ttacking the Cobre,

bage twenty-three

The phone rings.. "Oh, hi, Marg. What? -— Not you too?
Doesn't anybody believe in heroes anymore?" '"What do you
mean why did I do it? I thought ripping up half the city
with 2 perfect stranger would bhe = nice w2y to kill an even-
ing..." "Look -- I cdon't want to tslk about it now -- I'11
call you tomorrow, okay?"

Page twenty-four

Richard musing on the "glarmour" of being = super-hero., "it's
stupid to swing around like Targzan dressed for Hallowe'en"



"I could have been seriously injured tonight -- or killed!"
"I've got too much serious work that has to be done -~ that
city out there wasn™t built as a playground for me!" TIast
banel is a view of the window of his apartment with the
drapes drawn, from the outside. "Then why is it I can't wait
to go out again tomorrow?"





